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Government of India
Ministry of Railways
(Railway Board}

No.2022/LC/14/01 ' 'New Delhi, Dated 22.02.2022

Thé General Managers{Law)

All Indian Railways & Production Units,

The Chairman, All RRBs

Sub:  Procedure for Engagement of Counsels by Ministry of Railways in various High

Courts, Subordinate Courts and Tribunals.

In continuation of this office instructions with regard to procedure for
engagement of Counsels by Ministry of Railways in various High Courts, Suberdinate
Courts and Tribunals, attention is invited to the Tetter number J-18/51/2021-JUDL dated
17.01.2022 (copy enclosed) received from Secretary, Department of Legal Affgiré,
Ministry of Law and Justice addressed to Chairman & CEO, Railway Board regarding

~ withdrawal of existing arrangement for selectien of panels counsels by the Ministry of

Railways and has conveyed the decision that now onwards the cases on behalf of
Railways are to be defended by the Counsels empanelled by Department of Legal affairs,
Ministry of Law and Justice. In this regard, Department of Legal Affairs has issued an
OM No. J-11017/12/2021-Judicial dated 01.02.2022 (Copy enclosed), the same Is as

under :
“Subject : Engagement of Counsel by Railways in various Courts

The procedure to be followed for engagement of counsels for Ministry of
Railways for various High Courts and subordinate Courts has been reviewed by the
Department of Legal Affairs, with the approval of Hon’ble Minister for Law and Justice
and it has been decided that henceforth, cases on behalf of Ministry of Railways would
be defended by the Counsels empanelled by the Department of Legal Affairs, Ministry of '

Law and Justice. |

2, Accordingly, the orders for empanelment of Advocates for Union of India shall
also inciude matters pertaining to Ministry of Railways before al! Courts, Tribunals and
notice of suits/petitions in respect of Railway matters shall be accepted by the
respective Branch Secretariats/litigation (High Court) Section, Delhiffitigation (Lower
Court) Section, Deihi/Branch Secretariats concerned/Litigation Incharge of varlous
Courts/Tribunals as notified in this Department’'s OM No. J-12017/01/2019-Judicial

- dated 21.10.2019.

4. These instructions shall come into force with immediate effect”,
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Further, Railway Board vide their letter N0.2022/0&M/3/3 dated 08.02.2022
{copy enclosed) addressed to various authorities of Ministry of Railways has conveyed
their decision to implement the aforesaid decision taken by Department of Legal Affairs,
Ministry of Law and Justice on the subject mentioned above.

In view of the above, all earlier instructions issued by Legal Directorate regarding
engagement of counsel by Railways authorities stand withdrawn and accordingly, all
Zonal Railways/PUs & Equivalents, DG/RDSO & DG/NAIR, CAO/RWP & CAQ/PLW and -
RRBs are advised to follow the procedure prescribed in OM No. I-12017/01/2019-
Judicial dated 21,10.2019 {Copy enclosed) and OM No. J-11017/12/2021-)udicial dated
01.02.2022 mentioned above.

This issues with the approval of Secretary, Railway Board.
Lph
ﬂ"' v 'J.- d ;.‘ 2"3-%2—-—

(R.S. Verma)
Addl.Secy. & Legal Advisor/Railways




&mp'&mz Meandiratta

| DEPARTMENT OF LEGAL AFFAIRE
MINISTRY OF LAW & JUSTICE
" GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
D.O. NoJigist202t-dudl  Dated the 17% January, 2022

"‘\ Dear iy Wi Teipritted 35

As you- may be. aware that a8 per the. Gmyernmant cf Inglia (Adigeation of Buslrz w&} SERT
 Rulss, 1981, engagement of Counsels ta appesr on. behalf of Urion of India in the High

Cguﬁs and subardinatsa Courte is asﬁigned to the: lepar’ement of Legal Aﬁairs

2. Wappears that singe Railways had a aegnarate budget fmm the Unicm of Encﬂa ai the -
refevant point of tine and further for adminlstrative converilence, the Department of Lagal B
 Affeirs pemoltted the . selection. of panal courisele on - behalf of Rallways before the R
Courfg/Tribunals across India, subject 1o the condition that.such. gelocted panel eﬁ Oaunsma e

- shaltbe approved by the Hon'ble Mimster for Law and Justice.

3, GQnSIderlhg the provisions under tha’ Gﬂvarnmant of India (Allocation cfr"Bfusihes's) )

Rules, 1981 and for bringing in efficiency in monitoring the: litigation on behalf of Unieh. of
Indla, it has been decided by the Gﬁmyeisnt Auitherity o withdraw tha said arrangement for

“selection of panel Gnunsels by the: Reftways. Aﬂmrdmgty* cages ‘on behalf of Railways .
would now onwards-be also defended by the Caum@l@ smpanelied. by the Diepartment of

Legal Affairs, M nistry of Law and Justiae

4. i am, therefore, to request you to direct the concernad . cﬁrcersfsuiaordmate nfﬂces_
“under Ministry of Railways to engage the counsels from -the pane!l prepared by the
ﬁepartment of Legal Affairs and ensure adherencg. 10 1t Instructions: isaued by this
department from time 10 time. Kmdly ackniowladge the same within a week, to ensure that
guitable instructions may also be |ssuad to the Branch Offlces and Law Officers.

Thi s issues with the approval of Hnn*bie M nister fe)r Law and .Justi

- With.warm r_agams,._

M/

Vinay Kumar Tripathi,
Chalrman & CECQ, -

~ Railway Board, o
~ Rall Bhavan, New Delhi.

Yours smcerely, :

(Anoop Kumar wtand.irana)_f .




E No. o 1101 7/12/202 1-Judicial
Government of India
Minisiry of Law & Justice
Department of Legal Affairs
Judicial Section

Shastrl Bhawan, New Delhi
Dated 1% February, 2022

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject - Engagement of Counsels by Railways in various Courls,

The procedure to be ollowed for the éhgagement of Counsels for

wiiristry of Railways for various High Couris and Subordinate Courts has been
reviewed by the Department of Legal Affairs with the approval of Hon'ole
NMinister for Law and Justice and it has been decided that henceforth cases on
behalf of Ministry of Railways would be defended by fhe Counsels empanefled
wabmﬁmaw and Justice. 0
e ————

for empanelment of advocates for Linion of india

shall alsc include matters pertaining to Ministry of Railways before all
Courts/Tribunals and riotice of suits/petitions in respect of Railway matters shall
be accepted by the respective Branch Secretariats/Litigation (High Court)
Section, Delhillitigation (Lowar Court) Section, Delhi/Branch Secretariats
concerned/Litigation In-charge of various Courte/Tribunals, as notified in this
Department’'s O.M No.J-12017/01/2019-Judicial, dated 21.10.2019.

2. Accordingly, the orders

4. These insiructions shall come into force with immediate affect.

%liwﬁ%’\”
{R.K. SRIVASTAVA)
Joint Secretary & Legal Adviser

1 Additionial Solicitors General (as per list aftached)

2. Agsistant Solicitors General (as per list attached)

3 Sr. CGSC/Standing Government Counsel (as per list attached)

4 incharge, Branch Secreiariats at Mumbai, Kolkata, Chennai &
Bengaluru. _ o _

5 Incharge, Litigation (HC) Section, Delhifincharge(LC) Section, Delhi

Copy to:

1. ©  The Registrar Generals of all High Courts
. 2.. . Al District Judges. ' . o




qTT WHETY Covernment of India
Te WIETeTH \i!n.miw of Railways
Qoiq ch’ (Rm wsw Rumd)

- No8022/08&M/3/3 New Delhi, Dated:08.02.2022
7 {General Manager, |
- Al Indian Railways/PUs o _ o
& Fquivalenis ' | . : | : . ,
DG/RDSO & DG/NAIR | .. B
CAOMRWP & CAQ/PLW

Sub: Engagement of Counsels by Railways in various Courts.

~ Kindly find enclosed hctemth the letter No. J-18/5172021-Judl. dated 17.01.2022 from
CCrEtary. Departmem of Legal Affairs, Ministry of Law & lua.tice addressed to Board(CRRB

&CEQ) regarding revised procedure for engagement of Counsels by Raifways in various
counts. In this regard an OM Mo J-11017/12/2021 Judicial dated 01.02.2022 issued by

Department of Legal Affairs. Ministry of Law & Justice is alsa enclosed,

Ministry of Railways has decided to implement the above with immediate effect.

L. )
Accordingly.  necessary action may be taken for implementation of aforesaid order. Further

clarification. if iy, may be sought from Legal Directorate/Cell of Railway Board.

Encl. Two {02) ' ' | - - /V\ ‘

; (B Majumdar)
 Joint Secretar) /Railway Boa rd
}secyrhOrb railpet.gov.in
Telephone No. 011-23387362
Room No.533-C, 5™ Floor :
Railway Board S n :

Room No. 333-C, Rail Biawan, Raisina Read, New Delhi-1 10007
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are deviating frore this procedare. Therefore, It hag been decided o again issue &
detaited Ot re-iterating compliznce / guidancs of all the Ministries / Depariments and
th&ir subordinate offices, cf@sr'ritmcé #% under

-{A}- Vﬁriﬂﬁﬁ i:c:ggrt&f?r:bw%g tﬁ&ihz

Efa Tialhi, there are aﬁmi’}mtﬁ offices of this’ De;}arimam iz, Canim ﬁg@my o

Qsaaciis}n Litlgation {High szrtf&;ﬁff} Bection, Litigation (Lower Courty Boction of thia
Drepariment which are respongible for engaging suitable panet counsel from the panei of

this Department for ‘earous courts 7/ friunals situmied s Delhl as and when
noficesiraguests, in this regard, are received by them. Slmitarly, In-charge Central
Agency Sechion mnd in-charge Liigation (High Cowt) Section are mesponsible for

engagement of Law Officers for conducting Central Gowt. litigation before the Suprame |

Court of Iniffa and High Court of Delhi, respectively. Details in this regard are as under: ’

81, Name of the subordinate | CourtlTribunal before whizh [
i No, | offics prpagermnents arg mate 5
S i Tnchage, ﬁ:@nmi Agency | Suprems Court of India
+ Bection _ N
2 Tincharge,  Litigation (High High Gourt of Defhl, Armed Forces Triblnal
C P CoufCATY Bection {PB), National Green Tribuna! (PB).end CAT
P ' - {PBy, New Delhl and other Tobunsie/
e . Commissions situated in Delhi. L
3. Incharge, Liigation {Lower ! District Courte, Dwarka, Raf‘sml Fatinia
1 Courl) Bection ' House, Tis Hazarl, Kerkardooma and Saket |
b | and other subordinale courts i Delhl.

d Bengalury;

There arg four Branch Secrefariats of this Deparfment at Mumbai, Kolkata.
Chermai and Bengalurs working as subordinate offices who engage counsgel from the

panel of this Ei?&-_ﬁar%mam for respective court / tibunal {including High Court, CAT
Bangh, AFT Bench, NGT Bench end Distict & Subordinate Courls) within their
Jurisdiction, ' S

C). . Varlous Hi

gh Courts { CATs 1 AFTs 1 NGTs in the country:

_ i-ﬁ. gﬁa&e&;‘; éme;:et e slations mentionsd undes gia.ré pi\) ta {g; -gﬁ{;@é;.mg -
sngagement of counset from the panel for respective court / tribunal Is made by the
concernad Incharge f-%fg;atmn for that court / tribunal. The present pasmsn it this r@gafé '

s as umiear

{g:ws;ag Qwrz! ‘i“m%}uﬂai innfshargaiztigaﬁm {by ﬁesignaﬂﬁn)

) i1 Hsg?’s i:wri’& Mdmmm 301{";32&3{' C‘@nwai af tndia (&8{3!3

Aasismnt Solicltor General of nma {Asst, SGI}
1 [ASGwill prevall if availabl &3}




'Q@fﬁm g “court | tribunal of
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i ’"NM"EM{:"}:%{??E{??:"?Q'tfé‘:_ " Concetnad Senior Cenfral G{i{éé?'ﬁﬁgéﬁf_q—__@
| : ﬁ@?‘i{:i‘:&& Sﬁaﬁdmg Counse! {Sr. CGSC)

cms;fia i;‘}efhg

[ T—— ._.,..,._a,v.__ ........

K{;ikat&; :

For District -& . Subcrdinate Cazzr%é"iti-’z-hé country sxcept at Dethi, Mumbai,
- Kolkata, Chennal & Bengalury, the concemed Slanding Government Counsel (SGC) is

the In-eharge [natlon who s antrusted with the fask of sliocation of cases amongst the
other panel counse! for the concerned Qr&tac_t & Bubordinate Cournts, i.e. Addttional

Standing Govt. Counsel (inciuding the 8GC}H

5. All the Dapartvents / subordinate offices of the Central i’i%wemmmz are required

to dirpotly contact tha Litigation incharge of the cencerned courl /tribunal as detalled in

- para 4 (A} I {C) above, for the engagement of counsel / change of counsel (i required)

frors the pan®! for that cowt / tibunal to répresent Union of lndia in their casas. The
sontact details of the concerned ASGH/ Asst SGI7 S CABC SGC ¢ Incharge of
Litigation Sections & Branch Sacretarisis are available on the official website of this

- Department. Dapartments / subordinate offices of Central Governiment are advised to
- engure from time to time that the panel counsel who s representing them is still on the
- panel of this Ministry, if the tenure of representing panel counsel expires before disposal

of the case, the concerned Litigation Incharge may be approached for the engagement

-~ of another counsel from the panel, All the Ministies / Dapartmenis are advised not ip
- engage counsel who are not on the panei cf this f-‘smrsészryﬂ:}saparmmm without approval

- nf thig Q@p&ﬁment

6, in additon fo the abave in this condext, ltem Nc; 9 (i} of the Annexure to

Schedule V of the Delagation o Financial Power Rules (DFPR), 1978 Is also referred

- which clearly sslablishes the principle for the expenditure on account of Legal. Charges

which needs to be pald 1o all kinds of Barigters, Advocates, Arbitralors, Plaaders and

- Umples  representing  Union of India before any court (ncluding tribunals %) in the
country only with the prior consent of this Ministry. and, In case of Law Officersipanel -
counss! engaged by this Ministry, Legaf Charges are to be paid as per the fee s»c;heduiea
_mﬁsmb@ti by this Department for the pw;;zcas@ '

In } it &? ihe ahove, engagemeni ot g nsal §e _ggmagm Mnien ef iz*g%
e

ce wi flgxrz;wnum gnﬁi 7 or_ hmea ngsg

e A the ﬁ&s csi this D@pﬁsrtm@ni ref@mari &bi)v@ ﬁ@&aaf& a‘f mncamed thigatim -
inﬁhargss and details of Papsl Counsel (in the form of orders of empangiment) are

availabie on official website of this Depariment Le. www leaalafiaire gov in.

oL on zv &3§ %ﬁznm i}f.
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8. This is fof information of 8d the Minighias / Departnents of the Govarament of
tndia and offices subordinate o them for strict comiplianne,

10, All-the subordinate offices of this Dapariment Le. the Central Agency Saction,
Branclh Ssorptarat at Mumha;i Kolkata, Chennal ang Bangatuny, all Litigation Sect Igtvg

© &t New Delhd and all the. Lt ;gaﬁan In-uharges bafore varlous courts / ir:bunazs e the -
_ 'mmtf{y &re also f@@i&@ﬁt@d 1o ensure strict complianse of Inatroctions coftainad in this
r:{:ifcu tarand in case of any deviation this Q@paﬁm&n* may be infonved | mmamawiy

1. This issuses with ihe apﬁrwa? of Hen'ble Minister for Law & Justice,

To,

oo i

A8, F% Mz&f’m}
Adlditionad &&cra{ary

All the Ministries / Depatments of Govl. of indin (85 per Eist -gnciogsd} with requsst to gm@
witls publicity of the contens of this ciroular grannget ol thall subordingie officos.

The Complrolier & Aulitor Seneral of India with requ%st o give wide pubiacsty o tha contents
of this circular amongst st of ther Audit unilg,

The Contrifler Genarst of Accounis with raciest to gwe wide publicty c{ the c:orlmnis s:;ﬂ thig
circutar amangst all el PADSIZACSCON0S across he country.

_ The Ragistrars of ot the High Counte/CATEAFTSINGTS in the seuttry and (el Bepclies wilh

roquast to dhe give wids publicity of the contents. of this Chaylar amongel &l the Dmisict
SJutlgas whder their jursdichan. o
The Inharge, Brench Secrslediats ot Mumbai, Kolkata, Ch&f‘ﬁaf & Bengslurg.

The Inchargs, Ceatrad Agsroy Section, Supreme Court of [ndia
The Inchasge, Lfﬁgatm {High CourtfOATLower Gourt) Section a1 New Dk,
The Additionat Soficiiors Gengral of | ncﬁza for the High {Z;s:;uri of Purgaly & Haryana, Allahakag,
Patng and R&gﬁsman _
Al the Sanfor Caniral Gowl. Sﬂandmg {‘}r:suma; for various OAT Benches. AF*‘T Egmms Nt:'i
Henchae acyoss the counin.

. Al the Standing Govt. Counsel for various District & Subordinate Causts in the oouniry.




F. Mo, J-120171201 8-Judicial Daterf 1 21102018

Lopy o

1.

e

. undér tab Judicial Bection v 1%';:’* im%z ’Cm.a s per&ainirzg to zttigat;m
. Gﬁwﬁpam Coples. _

PS5 to Hon'ble MLEPS 1o Law SecratargtPs o Lagisiﬂtiué Secretery! PS5 to ol Additioral
Secretanies/PE o el Joint Secretanes of Department of Loga! Affairs.

P8 1o Addifional Legal Adviser {(Judicial] of Department of Lagal Affairs.
- The Assistart Legal Adviser (Judicial) of Dgpuriment of Legal Aflairs.

To be uplorded on website of the Depertment of Legal Afiairs e wewlogalaft

el Tn b

_ O Sravaey T

Baction Offioer {Judiciai _
Tat 011-23384048

Emalt: judicla-dla@nicin

;




