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CENTRAL BOARD OF SECONDARY EDUCATION

{An Autonomous Organisation under the Ministry of Education, Govt. of India)

CBSE/Aff./Circular/2025 Dated: 21.07.2025

Circular No. 11/2025
To

All the Heads & Managers of CBSE Affiliated Schools

Subject: Exemption to School(s) from alignment of Section student strength to 40 per
Section in exceptional circumstances.

This is in continuation to the Board's Circular Ref No. CBSE/ CE/ CIRCULAR/ 2023
dated 02.08.2023 wherein, the Board had decided to relax the number of students per
section from 40 to 45 for a period of 3 years (Session 2023-24, 2024-2025 & 2025-2026) to
rationalise the number of students who were already enrolled in the scheol. It was expected
that the schools would rationalise and restrict students' intake in each section as per
Affiliation bye-laws by regulating admissions in junior classes in the forthcoming years.
Subsequentiy, vide Board's Circular No. 07/2024 dated 31.05.20724, it was decided that in
partial modification to the circular dated 02.08.2023 in such cases where on account of
transfer of the parents from one station to another, the students are likely to join'in a2 class in
mid-session and also students who fall under essential repeat (ER) category, the schools
may have students more than the prescribed limit of 40 in one section up to a limit of 45.
However, this exception shall be available on a case-to-case baszs for which the schooi snall
apply to the concerned Regional Ofﬂce

2. The Board has received various representations from schools conveying the difficuity in
granting admission, beyond the limit of 40 students per section on account of the following
iSSLeS: -

@. On accourit of transfer of parents from one station to another, especiaily in the casss
of the parent(s) being employed in the defence services, central government
employees,; PSUs -privale sector organisations

b. Essential repeat cases,

C. For improving performance

d. On account of the critical medical conditions,
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CENTRAL BOARD OF SECONDARY EDUCATION

(An Autonomous Organisation under the Ministry of Education, Govt. of India)

3. Hewever, due to the limitation of 40 students per section, the schools face difficulty in
accommodating such cases cf direct admissions. Accordingly, the matter to allow schools to
register upto 45 students in a section has been considered and the following guidelines to
schools tc take admissions in exceptional circumstances upto 45 beyond the prescribed
number of 40 as per clause 4.8 of the Affiliation Bye-laws-2018 of the Board are being
issued:

I. The schools in exceptional circumstances may regisier students beyond the
prescribed limit of 40, as laid down in clause 4.8 of Affiliation Bye-Laws-2018 of the
Board, in a section up to a maximum limit of 45 students from classes I-XII.

il.  The schools shall record the reasons for such admissions beyond the limit of 40 in
each section in the portal at the time of registration of students for classes [X- Xll. The
same shall also be recorded in the Admission & Withdrawal Register at the time of

~ fteking their admissions.

iii.  In case the school takes admission of students beyond the prescribed limit of 40 up to
a maximum limit of 45 students in classes I-VIil, then the scheol shall record the

_reasons in the Admission Withdrawal Register of the school.

iv.  The school shall also record the reasons of exceptional circumstances for granting
admission beyond the prescribed limit of 40 and up to a maximum limit of 45 students
for all classes wherever applicable in the OASIS Portal. -

v. No schcol shall admit students over and above 45 students per sections, under any
circumstances.

4. The school shall take admission up to maximum limit oi 45 students provided the
classroom size is not less than 500 sq feet. The school shall ensure the availability of one
sguare meter Built-up floor area per child in the class rooms as per Clause 4.8 of the
Affiliation Bye Laws-2018 of the Board in letter and spirit.

5. Further, the schools are also advised to continuously strive to augment their physical
infrastruciure to the extent possible and may construct additional classrooms so that the
optimum enrolment in a section is kept up to 40 students in a section as per clause 4.8 of the
Affiliation Bye-Laws of the Board to ensure that the iearning outcomes of the schools are not
affected.

This issues with the orders of the Competent Authority of the Board.

(Himanshu Gupta)

Secretary
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Distribution :

10,
. Tne Director of Education, Govt. of A&N Islands, Port Blair-744101.
. The Director of School Education, Ladakh, Room No. 101-102, Ground Floor, Council

.........

The Commissioner, Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan, 18 Institutional Area, Shaheed Jeet Singh
Marg, New Delhi-16.

The Commissioner, Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti, 3-15, Sector-82, Institutional Area, Noida-
201309.

The Commissiorier, National Education Society for Tribal Students, Ministry of Tribal Affairs,
Government of India, Gate No. 3A, Jeevan Tara Building, Parliament Street, New Delhi-
110001.

The Secretary, Sainik Schools Society, Room No. 101, D-1 Wing, Sena Bhawan, New Delhi-
110001.

The Chairman, Odisha Adorsha Vidyalaya Sangathan, N-1/9, Near Doordarshan Kendra, PO
Sainik School Nayapahr Bhubaneswar, Odhisha-751005.

The Director of School Education, Andhra Pradesh, 3rd Floor, B block, Anjaneya Towers,
VTPS Rd, Bhimaraju Gutta, Ibrahimpatnam, Andhra Pradesh-521 456.

The Director of Education, Directorate of Education, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, Old Secretariat,
Delhi-110 054.

The Director of Public Instructions (Schools), Union Territory Secretariat, Sector 9.
Chandigarh-160017. '

The Directer of School Education, Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh, Itanagar -791 111.

The Director of Education, Govt. of Sikkim, Gangtok, Sikkim-737101.

Secretariat, Kurbathang, Kargil Ladakh.

3. The Director, Sambhota Tibetan Schocls Society. Dharmshala, Himachal Pradesh.
4. The Additional Director General of Army Education, A-Wing. Sena Bhawan, DHQ, PO, New

Delhi-110001. :

. The Secretary AWES, integrated Headquarters of MoD (Army), FDRC Building No. 202,
Shankar Vihar (Near APS), Delhi Cantt-110010.

. The Group Captain Education (Schoolg), Directorate of Education, West Block - VI, Air
HQs(RKP), R.K. Puram, New Delhi, 1100686.

. The Commodcre (Naval Education), Directorate of Naval Education, Naval Headquarters
Ministry of Defence, West Block-V, RK Puram New Delhi-110066.

. DS to Chairperson, CBSE.

. Secretary/ Controller 6f Examinations/ All Directors, CBSE.

. All Regional Directors/ Regional Officers of CBSE with the request to send this circular to all
the Heads of the affiliated schools of the Board in their respective regions.

. All Joint Secretary/ Deputy Secretary/ Under Secretary/ Assistant Secretary, CBSE.

2. All Head(s)/ In-Charge(s), Centre of Excellence. CBSE.

. In charge IT Unit with the request to put this Circular on the CBSE Affiliation Website.

. In-Charge, Library.

. Record File. ' p

(Himanshu Gupta)
Secretary

-.‘.‘k

@, w1 i 91, yatga erafey ufwe, d9ev-23, 9u--1, R, 78 Redfi-110077 p
ol o CBSE INTEGRATED OFFICE COMPLEX, SECTOR-23, PHASE-1, DWARKA, NEW DELHI-110077

"m,.xm!m‘

Phone (off.) : 011-24050336-42, Websile: www.cbse.gov.in



