
WA LHTT (GOVERNMENT OF INDIA) 
Y HATAA (MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS) 

@A A (RAILWAY BOARD) 

No.2026/V-1/DAR/13/1 Date 14/01/2026 

The General Managers The SDGMs/CVOs 

All Zonal Railways/PUs All Zonal Railways/PUs 

The Director General 
All Railway Institutes & RDSO 

Sub: Conducting disciplinary inquiry through video conferencing — adhering to 

prescribed guidelines of GSR No. 286(E) and GSR No. 287(E) 

kAo 

Rule 9(2) of Railway Servants (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1968 was amended 

vide Gazette Notification bearing GSR No. 286(E) dated 22.05.2024 and regulations in 

pursuance thereto was notified vide GSR No. 287(E) dated 22.05.2024. A copy is 

enclosed for ready reference. 

2. Vide GSR No. 286(E), the following proviso was inserted in sub-rule (2) of rule 9: 

“Provided further that in exceptional circumstances such as a pandemic or natural 

calamities or when the disciplinary authority is satisfied for the reasons to be recorded by 

it in writing, the disciplinary authority may itself inquire into or may authorize an 

Inquiring Authority to inquire into the truth of any imputation of misconduct or 

misbehaviour against a Railway Servant through the aid of the digital mode of Video 

Conferencing, either wholly or in parts, in accordance with the regulations framed by the 

Central Government in the Ministry of Railways.” 

3. In a recent DAR case arising out of a vigilance case pertaining to one unit, inquiry 

was conducted through video-conferencing by RIO without obtaining prior approval of 

DA. Subsequently, Secretary Directorate of Railway Board has decided that the inquiry 

proceedings in the case and inquiry report thereon cannot be treated as legally tenable 

and has advised the Railway to conduct de novo inquiry in the case. Thus, the entire 

DAR proceedings have become a futile exercise. Similar cases have occurred in few 

other Zonal Railways too. 

4. It is, therefore, advised to review the ongoing DAR cases and ensure that the 

above guidelines are being strictly followed in each case. Further, it is advised to bring 

_Lhese guidelines to the knowledge of DAs and RIOs, each time a disciplinary proceeding 

is instituted and RIO is appointed. 

5. This has the approval of PED (Vigilance) and CVO/Ministry of Railways. 

DA: As above }()\4/‘ 

19)))26 
(Alind Shekhar) 

Director Vigilance (E) 

Railway Board 



GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS 
RAILWAY BOARD 

No. E(D&A) 2020 RG6-6 Date: 29.05.2024 

The General Manager, 
All Zonal Railways and Production Units etc. 
(As per standard list) 

Sub: Conducting disciplinary inquiry through video conferencing- 
amendment to Rule 9(2) of Railway Servants (Discipline And Appeal) 

Rules. 1968 and notification of regulations related thereto. 

Rule 9(2) of Railway Servants (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1968 has been amended 
vide Gazette Notification bearing GSR No. 286(E) dated 22.05.2024 and regulations in 
pursuance thereto have also been notified vide GSR No. 287(E) dated 22.05.2024. A copy each 
of the Gazette Notifications is enclosed herewith for necessary action. 

2. Please acknowledge receipt. @D\W 

(Aniruddha Thakur) 

Dy. Director/Estt.(D&A) 

Railway Board 

Copy forwarded for information: 

1. The General Secretary, AIRF, 4 State Entry Road, New Delhi (with 35 spares). 

2. The General Secretary, NFIR, 3 Chelmsford Road, New Delhi (with 35 spares). 
3. All Members, Departmental Council & National Council and Secretary, Staff Side, National 

Council, 13-C Ferozshah Road, New Delhi (with 60 spares). 

4. The Secretary General, FROA, Rail Bhavan, New Delhi (with 6 spares). 
5. The Secretary General, IRPOF, Rail Bhavan, New Delhi (with 6 spares). 

6. The Secretary, RBSS 'Group A Officers' Association', Rail Bhavan, New Delhi. 

7. The Secretary, RBSS 'Group B Officers' Association. 
8. The Secretary, Railway Board Ministerial Staff Association. 
9. The Secretary, Railway Board Group D Employees Association. 
10. The Secretary, RBSSS Officers Association, Rail Bhavan, New Delhi. 

11. The Secretary General, AIRPFA, Room No. 256-D, Rail Bhavan, New Delhi. 

12. M/s Bahri Brothers, 742, Lajpat Rai Market, Delhi-110 006, P.O. Box No. 2032 

13. Chief Commissioner of Railway Safety, Lucknow.



14. The General Secretary, All India SC/ST Railway Employees Association, Room No.8, 
Ground Floor, Rail Bhavan, New Delhi-110001. 

15. Office of Chief Administrative Officer, Indian Railways (Workshop Projects), Chamber 
Bhavan, Judge's Court Road, Anta Ghat, Patna-800001, Bihar. 

(W o hideie 

For Principal Executive Director (IR), Railway Board 

No. E(D&A) 2020 RG6-6 New Delhi, dated: 7 9 .05.2024 

Copy forwarded for Information to: 

1. The DAI (Railways), New Delhi (with 40 copies). 

2 The Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha Secretariats, New Delhi. 

(O3 
(Aniruddha Thakur) 

Dy. Director/Estt.(D&A) 

Railway Board 

Copy to: 

PS/MR, PS/MoSR PSO/PPSs to CRB & CEO, M(F), M(Infra), M(T&RS), M(O&BD), DG(HR), 

DG(RHS), DG(RPF), DG(Safety), Secretary, PED(Vig.), PED(IR), EO, JS, JS(G), JS/E, ED/E, 

EDE(Res), Dir(D&A), Dir E(O)-1, Dir.(RPF), US(DAR), US/ERB-V, V-1, ERB-I, ERB-VI, 
ERB-V, E(Rep)l, E(Rep)ll, E(Rep)LlL, E(SCT)-L, E(SCT)-1L, E(O)-I and E(O)I CC branches in 
Board's Office.



<o . F.0- 33004/99 REGD. No. D. L.-33004/99 

Che Gazette of India 
Ar.f.-2).uel.-31.-27052024-254365 

CG-DL-E-27052024-254365 

FETHTT 

EXTRAORDINARY 

W 87 3—I9-/0E (i) 

PART II—Section 3—Sub-section (i) 

iR & wRe 
PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY 

& 265] & Reelt, guaTT, wE 22,2024/ 5955 1, 1946 — 
No. 265] NEW DELHI, WEDNESDAY, MAY 22, 2024/JYAISHTHA 1, 1946 

= AT 

(e ) 
e 

% fawelt, 17 7€, 2024 

(ST /e E. 45/2024) 

TR, 286().—TguR, GRUW F AgeE 309 F TEF G TIT AT F T FQ g, 
T e (FgaTE S ardien) fam, 1968 = i weiva w0 ¥ fore Rafofa faw e § safg- 

1. 4R A @ IT- (1) 5 FAet #7 afem A e daw g i sfien et fre, 

2024 %1 

(2) T T F I BT Y A B ST gh | 

2. % FaF (g i srdften) e, 1968 F, fer 9 % guffere (2) ¥ wigs ¥ wanq, Rt 

g ST e S, si- 

“qig g i fF sroanfs aRRafat S& werard av wfew sroar ar S sgaratae sl 

SEEg FIUT F AT T TG €Y, 97 ST AGLATE D THABEY T 5= T T & AT o A 6 

forw g Stfer sy iR e o S, ot dae 3 e~ A1 FAr= b Y g B aerar F 

3165 GI/2024 [0}
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TR # st Hfe FERE F Rfee dre $r wgmar F wrew & 7v v gba: av s, 3 EEe 
F Fefir W g wr T fAfReat ¥ srge s e 

[T, & (& Tz ) 2020 ATH6-6] 

AT AR, FEFTE R/ eqraen 

feroqur: o fAerw, WA & TSI, W 2, @S 3, 96T (i) § wfige | wra €. 3181, ardie 14 R, 
1968 BT SR 3 T 3 s sifam A< srftrgemr wr#n . €. 178, ardiw 19 Rde, 2015 g0 
genfaa frgwan 

MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS 

(Railway Board) 

NOTIFICATION 

New Delhi, the 17th May, 2024 

(R.B./Estt. No. 45/2024) 

G.S.R. 286 (E).—In exercise of the powers conferred by the proviso to article 309 of the Constitution, the 
President hereby makes the following rules further to amend the Railway Servants (Discipline and Appeal)Rules, 
1968, namely:- 

1. Short Title and Commencement- (1) These rules may be called the Railway Servants (Discipline and Appeal) 
Amendment Rules, 2024, 

(2) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Official Gazette. 

2. In the Railway Servants (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1968, afler the proviso of sub-rule (2) of rule 9, the 
following proviso shall be inserted, namely:- 

“Provided further that in exceptional circumstances such as a pandemic or natural calamities or when the 
disciplinary authority is satisfied for the reasons to be recorded by it in writing, the disciplinary authority 
may itself inquire into or may authorise an Inquiring Authority to inquire into the truth of any imputation of 

misconduct or misbehaviour against a Railway Servant through the aid of the digital mode of Video 
Conferencing, either wholly or in parts, in accordance with the regulations framed by the Central 
Government in the Ministry of Railways.” 

[F. No. E(D&A) 2020 RG6-6] 

SUNIL KUMAR, Executive Director/Establishment 

Note:- Principal rules were published in the Gazette of India in Part II, Section 3, Sub-section (ii), vide notification 

number S.0. 3181, dated the 14" September, 1968 and was last amended vide notification number G.S.R. 178 

dated 19 September, 2015. 

Uploaded by Dte. of Printing at Government of India Press, Ring Road, Mayapuri, New Delhi-110064 
and Published by the Controller of Publications, Delhi-110054. MANOJ KUMAR S350 ks s e
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Che Gazette of India 
1.5 -81.Te.-31.-27052024-254353 

CG-DL-E-27052024-254353 

FTETT 
EXTRAORDINARY 

T [I—0€ 3—3I9-T0% (i) 

PART II—Section 3—Sub-section (i) 

wRFR & vl 
PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY 

. 266] & Reeht, gaaw, 7€ 22, 2024595 1, 1946 
No. 266] NEW DELHI, WEDNESDAY, MAY 22, 2024/JYAISHTHA 1, 1946 

X HATe 

(e ) 
sftgET 

7% Reelt, 17 7€, 2024 

AT 287(3).—F=07 TR, I A9% (Aqeran 4 srfier) Faw, 1968 % faw 9 % sufaw 

(2) ¥ TEX TG ¥ g ¥ FRafafe Rftm s &, st 

2. e SR AR (1) T Rt A Yo S (R FHRE F wreaw & sgerats st 
1 g=me) fafRaw, 2024 31 

(2) ¥ oo & I WhTe HT A 7 IGT a0 

3. agwa- ¥ faftew sv Rwrft sie o< o S R e AR wii ¥ Rftew @ ¥ 
ITIRT G I F (AgermEe i< anfier) frw, 1968 % faw 9 # faifea wfikr ¥ sqam fwr 
AT 

4. uftamaTd- 3 Rfaewt §, sta aF g2 & s oifea 7 8- 

@) wweEEE” § arerd AR 6 ¥ it wrems Fev A fgw afe & 

3166 G/2024 (3]
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(@) 

) 

(@) 

(=) 

“fafde N FEbRT o & areed fife FEERT F1 w=ew w0 Qe awg-a 

W ST A FIRT FpT areda A g 

oA §-Ae” & arewd wiier FrdaTRat F T 9 R g sess FEr T 4w 
Trar & R aftafer s iR g S"es B 1T st % R sas gieeae o 

wfeafor & 

“FrETRAr 3 siqta i i ATy i e s ward wftaa & 

“FEATE T F AT O e & § gl wiw e § sremear § S searear 

it w7 & Rft Yo wemew % TRt #, S siarta Yo derer g s e 

&= % o off aftafee &, d=rfo grf 

G T { ATeqd U T § § gt A wrdarigar & Anier<t @1 ff fow F wem 

F eft Yo werre ¥ ot §, R siafa Yo wemer g s wrdstiae & % saw 

ot g, wafeaa g 
e IR & qrerd R e e ) AR SRR ¥ wrem § sty § am 

QAT AT = A ;AT 

sy wfY aree i siftreatReat, S o Rftaw #§ v § wog wRwfvT T8 § o3 waen 
& e E S X (ergeran @i arfie) Faw, 1968 T gEET fenfi sifufRe, 

2000 (2000 FT 21) & TR & | 

5. §ifear SRR & el arrr Regia- (1) AT FERT giraTd s wedafar F G ar 
TR O, S ST R g st sy, s s adit ) 

@) 

@®) 

(@) 

®) 

(6) 

4] 

St Frdarfea it w@rdEar, Rewerar i fraaeiar # aare w@w i o e wEa g, 

S TR, U S S S w-w 9% 3uesy g, F st F | 

e AT it o srgwfy ¥ e Rt wfRe a1 o gra FedafRat £ w R 

i et 

T ITATHT T T, TTCT FLHTL AT T AL AT HH AL gIRT TEAH 5 9 

w  WIEAT F AR T A e i ag=me F7 aqw, aeeads Suwey T g 

# 7o #, gag =R T, wrar-Far w1 a7 e a@n, seard g @ i i gy 
ST FT | 

grferd i St 

wig Rt FrfaTel ¥ e aE i gEen § o §, S i gen dwes Ry s 

o R % g, e ARG FERT avedex § fm, deeamT # 1 s sq [ 

FAaTEr § AT FERRT 2 ¥y srgera Frar sm e 

S FEATRET F g 3y TN B A e AR §-dw sttt F i § 

o st oy TRt ¥ forg Saer sty T srgeTa R smem 

T FEBRRT qTHT T & sferies mrewst et F e i s
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®) 

©) 

(10) 

(1) 

(12) 

(13) 

(14) 

(15) 

(16) 

g S TR, AR FERRET % e o drege e § aRRafdt ¥ aga sugw 
e T =R 

TF I q FEATRAT I Y 78 &, =y iy 7 9 srgafay F B acere gars § 
et sty =fRe W o i srgafy a9t Eel 

FTAATEr T S g T F e O, 9 M F et ® orefie ar @ g 
=TT AT T R St 

St TR T it S F B e e A wrardt e a7 s sufkE e s 
Re @i R T nRed N @i Em e 

FTAATEY T T GLET AT Y ITATHT, ST 3 Forg eqwalt, S i Fafaefafe F waf 

Wi stfRreTY T ot G w i wgR sl ot s 

fifear FOERAT F wreaw & w=lera dqel ST FrrRET F srer-ger R SR A 
Tt i dfRe (gf) AT S gur deg afg fed ¥ 9w ¥ w1 st f 
ST | 

gt FEF A FHERE F wreAw & A Frdardy § R §, qgh st wiEwE gra e 
AT e o= e = & sfeafer far s 

St wifEETd, st A warelt R 3y O s ot oft R w0k W Ry g 
et ¥ freft &2 o Al & & Rftaw 6 % v Rfvaw (3) ¥ ey § araerw g 

Iufafam (14) § ffde sitw, St @ swagd &, Fata gl : 

oY = F BT #, sw nikwrd g seaha w3 ¥g w@d e B o wnm R s 

R i A g, dv e et e e st | 

ST iR, AR FRT % Areaw & fwlt s £ S FE Tw 3 39 (IgarET 

i arfrer) faw, 1968 sl gemT S=nfrdr stfarfaam, 2000 (2000 #T 21) & sraraTT GTET 
s g 

6. THFETF (1) T T T U FHTTF LT ST ST STrehrdy grer werieier o smoam ) 

@ 

@3) 

(U] 

(ii) 

(iii) 

X TATEA AT WA A F Iuww, v off wwer &, FaF e dv § e oe 

ST &, Stt=r s gy f e sy ¥ weee § A X daw A1 o AR Sk ¥ 
TAFIT WS T §oof T F THQ &Y, T F ©F F H HA 3 A T H T 
Sit=r st it sfRr agam wam 

qHAF AT w0 5 - 

T e W R Rfte sefardt # sofaw @ F fow sl oft e s, 
HFifdar F6RA ¥ oy afiRa geed wam w Ruifta awg & 70 & w0 fw fve @ I 
kA 

ST SRR f O st ¥ e 91 Rl adt § e she Bl fefEr Raw &1 

T A T ST 

s fafRar FhfRT = T &Y, 7@ N FHRT Fer § HE aiiga =aRe g3w T 7 AT 

ST TR O g % FawT ged e uT g safve Jufked 7 8y
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(iv) o g SwEer =fRe Y aher Y o W §, 3% FRf ot =fRe g R of 0% ¥ A, 

T, Rramar, wery, awFET v arer TE P T § #i ag sy e wer & @ 

&, vl % Qe wiw wREE i g s ¥ foer (Rl s, few O Raww @ 
IeATT TE W | 

7. wFAAT H aEfa—(1) Y daF (Fqerman o adfia) faw, 1968 ¥ AT wraam fifsdr AhR 

FI HaTforg FrfarfRaAt F forg wvae Y arfier o Aw g 

(2) iR FIHR % wrsaw § wleor Ry o arer wreft F s R T s § aEite e 
g arfie, a7 37 T4 w7 Ieor@ R ST Areft F TgEE O A1 59 A F "oy 

F gr AR &9 F Sufeaa g w1 e far smam 

8. W sqaedT ST AT STeTd—(1) ST TIfreRTdy qEe SuanrRdt sAfwat H1 AR FIShRT w1 
Friww Rufita w3 gu afw & gafa Aifeg 2 

(2) Ruiftg RARAY FIHRT H Frfard smiw 7§ w5, w7 wiEE 37 gREE 2 F 
ey {3y oX gevaas w1 fearse a1 wawdt § ywifia sfad a1 seEr ¥ aftee § 
woft a7 el oft RREd Fr Ax-siurew T v 6 7 wiRat § atwe $1d v gy, ST ar 
are st w3 forg am waf & R s & 

TG T TS AT TR FY T ST AR 5T e S i A syt 
¥ T ITANT T Y st & At | 

(3) S TRt e % AT & Ay G s F grea fig o At sie6kE e § 
g ot sEriArga =i Safta 7 g i sr= it g srgafy e AW A e wE 
+ff =fr grewr g w et oft =afr Y ool ¥ v ARt SRR sw A A A dn) 

@) st sl fuffa ARG SR & aftwe: T fve =Y @ chan Hfar 
ik oft smnfa wan ATty ag gRfa B s e & aff aeid sofeat s 
g i e g DAt mam s B Rafr 8 8 

(5) TRuifia g o=, st s geew Swinrwat @t sy 6y & sie Tm 

(6) TR FISHRIT FreTOr: AfRHTE Fr S F I et 

g ST ST iR AIShTT % G i FEF F X § IUg M R F g, 
S g fRafat F agar srasT 8y | 

(7) sitw wfaswrd 7g glRfim sen & AfD F56RT Faw 0w afilka GRS sk 
AR F ATEAT § AT i e | 

FARF—FTA FT gL FA F O, g w0 oy smar g & wrdandy & daw it awdr 

Tt £ fafy #, sttw wfFd, sa% g afeeeg fig o e wro &, 5w e s § 
Hiftar w1 F R afvRe ity FERm atwedar ¥ somar swr atwedaw F s f agat ¥ 
T 

(8) St ity whver frg ST <@ =R ¥ sifvmren ¥ dm frg o sraft @ afR A d 
e F AT 39 T ol w0 # s s wia s 

9) e fabg o < =nfRe fv wem A vF ger-ger Rt aftwfia i smof s g wew 
AT T YFAee ATE FdY 1 I % TF W0 F &9 F T&1 AT | 

(10) FrfaTe iy o= g fig ¥ i foF F1 fier st sl g a1 3o% ke 9 R 
ST
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(11) 3% R HRAY TSR FFaE F 0 g T, wiw wiewrq), fAfvaw 5 % sufafaw (3) & 

(7), safafae (9) & (10) iz Sufafaw (13) ¥ sragr By T ggeer ¥ afafis, st 

¥ g S srafd, SwiT Ry T aireda (@R gwEn f w atwedes affie ftar 

FISHRAT AfweaaT T8 §), Farer F SR oty MY 7, AR FE &Y, A< qwwaw, AR A 

B, STt st Seqw A wEiRa frg T 8, § e i s aare, S ag s g 

iy afk Rfved RFifEn seqa A Tt &, F S sy s asft sfer fa F g 

AT ofie § Tt sy Tt w0 

(12) st ifgersy, Frdaret g siv geewr g ox Sorwatel % forg s & defaa e, 

Aty T TR ¥ de § st wgf® of sfuffe s 

9. =yfRwat ¥ wher--(1) et aweft it qa a% wher 7 f STCh, F@ 9% SEH TEEE R 5 F 

IR (4) # T 7T Iwey F AU wig g A g 6 g7 iR AT die § 

wRafera Erft six grer g o A 3 O aneft ) ag=m § g e 6 g & 
e iRt gy Y S, S oga o $ g Fift o arfert ¥ geareT sy wam, Sar 

fafaw 5 % s-RfEw (4) § Syey fay @ @ @ shigeans® =3 ¥ a1 9% Fa 

Fhea< a1 Wrehiga ofte Tiee F wrerm & st sTies # 1 S s 

(2) U zEamasit A e A T 9 THETE g Rivew s § geaia § ol e sww 

BT QA AT §-Her ¥ wTeas & S Ay v I i st | 

(3) o =afen &t ot i o @ &, Swht wlver arHTRIAT AT F wE ¥ A AT U ey 

a7 ST, S S R & i) sraeasd awE 

(4) e fiig o= weras ag gl son & i e /& ffte sgaf % [, sie By 

o % =AfRE F R 1 off =i, grea g wsafva wdi 8 

(5) it STy o % < Qeft feowoft, afk g &, A afifolR om, S ag st & 
ATE-S AT ¥ Fefer & qeqra s | 

(6) St WfeTe T ovr PR o STl oh W, S qer AW F ey F ofwr fr g 
Tt ¥ g s 21 

(7) st iR o waTe 9 % a9 gfaee 9T g e B s @ safte b gere ST wam 

i geaTafca wiaere st Frfard) ¥ sfverg w1 e g | 

(8) T fvg = R =afte ¥ wiiere W geme Pefefed # & Al o od% 3w e strad, 

At - 

F) AR wefta Frfardr fig i g g 497 @ RS gwmwr suesy §, 9 st 

st g Rfves =1 & grarala sfee i atwe w6 arfwios S g g [ 
¥ ¥ft e, st g e R smo ik afe fi st @ @l g gemeta 

o ST 

(@) T gEamaRa wRve i S A TS o wi g g e s g Rfvew s 

graala ft ol @7 @ iR 3w g s fig w Sfe B s s 

gramala gfadre i g Fift ol gof 9 % v, e iy W aEes g aftar:
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i wrg AT i ol F ofiax W FRET @ kg wfie T g s wier 
I & St 

(m afk Rt geaeT Iueed T §, @ wiierE w1 Rewrse st i 6w gawi F 

sRfafy, 7R #1¢ &Y, aro FEeE g o grareia R s i g fig ¥ afiwis 

N @ Ae-aores T S g T Sy #F § S, sgt g|en fesrse for s 

i qred fifg ™ odften g T aafRs g g s wweas g wiigemafa B 

ST, 

(9) =@ W gEaraia e #1 UE {-aured qg e T e g @y F 

A FI T MRHET F i $-84w arg § S5 s, a3 fie aree 

Form ST ST wEfaTEr F sfder F 1 AT T ST #) g Fwt st g fig w 
A BT WIAATIT FAC A7 Tdiga wfte T g s TTAewy S stttmra: § 
e f2t Fi srafir % ofia< 9w 4 st 

(9) T, STgT aF =aagrd g, faar freft wrae a1 smrasEs v R o gt 

g W RFE 4 7w A w@ear gl B e R s ity v A, siwoaik 

g, A 3 et o) 

10. o fag W anft a1 ST T dam A TRrast F 52dT FET a1 Reamr-afy fifdd sk 

T geed Ty o) et =R i oier ¥ dm, =i A A e R srEeas g 9 s 

it et T 0% & e Ram i oqaf 3w, i - 

(F) T Twaraw Frdarer {6y T, o7 awaraw A uw iy @ s i e g oo v E 

Rreres sieta araraw fageees st anfaer €, IR 55 2w 

(@) 3R Twaras gred fog W g, @ 5 =AfE Fr Rar w6 @ f uF 9y v s s iy 
¢ gegife & & R siavia aearast fagererss oft anfae &, It w3 

wiy geed fig Al o e g sfgwmaia s f g F e g 
FRAT 71 WrEdFa wfie T F wreaw § ) foig o o & s 

11 s stdt Nt o1 afteeT -vds Re sea f anfy w®, s wied Bt 8 % 

SufafEA (11) % aga AT fiT daR o @ wotE wi Rl S wefa fig w 

Iufeaq staeas =i Wfos €7 F o gEaET F491, T g 0T s Afwdt F e 

oo & & feft s 0% & s g e, swafq - 

(F) IR et s 6y o g fig W w© Rives grame suwer § O s &g 
T S TRFEY Sl s s ARt g Rfved = & graraia iR e die & 
Ttz Hift s £ grr e g O ST, wgp gwe fesrse R smom 

i g g o= saeas safeat g e R sma, 

(@) U gEaERa feemse § @ i 7w iy e iy w awees g R 

gEATET T ST i 5& e E-0e g Frar g o St R s, 

M  gEaRa sfeee Hi g FA sttt A7 wwe R S few gees g o e g 

ST STTRrERTEY T AreraTIT FRAT AT TRega wfie e g A @ st
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12 

13. 

(@) Al Rfvew gamwr sty a8 € @ iRE ary de @ feae i wfaEd @k 
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Faffert & Sweer Yo 9w (rgema o< srdfier) fam, 1968 ¥ wiifes g1, 7 fF 3wk wtrera ) 

[T, . (T U= ) 2020 S 6-6 ] 

AT AR FrFHY RRee/earamr 

MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS 

(Railway Board) 

NOTIFICATION 

New Delhi, the 17th May, 2024 

GSR 287(E).—In pursuance of second proviso of sub rule (2) of rule 9 of the Railway Servants (Discipline 
and Appeal) Rules, 1968, the Central Government hereby makes the following regulations, namely:- 

2. Short title and commencement.- (1) These regulations may be called the Railway Servants (Conduct of 
Disciplinary Inquiry through Video Conferencing) Regulations, 2024. 

(2) They shall come into force on date of their publication in the Official Gazette. 

Application.- These regulations shall apply to the departmental inquiries to be conducted in accordance with 
the procedure laid down in rule 9 of the Railway Servants (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1968, by utilising the 
digital mode of video conferencing. 

Definitions.- In these regulations, unless the context otherwise requires- 

(a) "Co-ordinator" means a person appointed as Co-ordinator under regulation 6; 

(b) "designated video conferencing software" means the software permitted by the Inquiring Authority 
from time to time to conduct video conferencing;
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(h) 

“official e-mail” means any e-mail account provided by the Department at the commencement of the 
inquiry proceedings including the substitution thereof for the reasons to be recorded in writing by the 

Inquiring Authority; 

"proceedings” includes a physical inquiry proceeding and a virtual inquiry proceeding; 

"proceeding point" means the place where the inquiry proceedings is physically presided over by the 
Inquiring Authority in the premises of a railway administration including a Public Sector Undertaking 
administered by the Ministry of Railways; 

"remote point" means the place where the participants to the inquiry proceedings are to appear through 
a video link, in the premises of a railway administration including a Public Sector Undertaking 
administered by the Ministry of Railways; 

"remote user" means the person participating in the proceedings through video conferencing at a 
remote point; and 

all other words and expressions used herein but not defined in these regulations shall have the 
meanings respectively assigned to them in the Railway Servants (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1968 
and the Information Technology Act , 2000 (21 of 2000). 

5. General principles relating to Video Conferencing.- (1) The video conferencing facilities may be used at any 
or all the stages of the inquiry proceedings, as determined by the Inquiring Authority. 

@ 
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Subject to maintaining independence, impartiality and credibility of the inquiry proceedings, the 
Inquiring Authority may adopt such technological advancement as may become available to it from 
time to time. 

No recording of the proceedings by any person or entity shall be permitted except with the prior 
permission of the Inquiring Authority. 

The identity of the remote users shall be established on the basis of the identity proof as recognised by 
the Government of India or State Government or Union territory and in case of identity proof not being 

readily available, the person concerned shall furnish the name, parentage and permanent address, as 
also temporary address, if any. 

The Inquiry proceedings shall be conducted by the designated video conferencing software as chosen 
by the Inquiring Authority: 

Provided that in the event of a technical problem during a given proceeding, the Inquiring Authority 
may, for reasons to be recorded in writing by it, permit the use of software, other than the designated 
video conferencing software, for video conferencing in that particular proceeding. 

The official e-mail to be used for the conduct of the inquiry proceedings shall be permitted by the 
Inquiring Authority at the commencement of the proceedings and its substitution, if any, shall be 
permitted only by the Inquiring Authority for the reasons to be recorded by it in writing. 

The video conferencing shall ordinarily take place during the official working hours: 

Provided that the Inquiring Authority may pass suitable directions concerning the timing and schedule 
of video conferencing as the circumstances may warrant. 

Once the proceedings have commenced, no other persons shall be permitted to participate in the virtual 
hearing, except with the prior permission of the Inquiring Authority. 

The establishment and disconnection of links between the proceeding point and the remote point would 
be done by or under the orders of the Inquiring Authority. 

The Inquiring Authority shall satisfy itself that the required persons at the remote point or the 

proceeding point are seen and heard clearly and can see and hear the Inquiring Authority. 

The Inquiring Authority shall satisfy itself and also record its satisfaction as to clarity, sound and 
connectivity for both the proceeding point and the remote point users. 

An audio-visual recording of the entire inquiry proceedings conducted through video conferencing 

shall be preserved and an encrypted master copy with hash value shall be retained as a part of the 
record. 

‘Wherever any proceeding is carried out by taking recourse to video conferencing, the same shall 
specifically be mentioned in the order sheet by the Inquiring Authority.
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(14) The Inquiring Authority may also impose such other conditions as are necessary for a given set of facts 
for effective recording of the examination and especially with respect to sub-regulation (3) of 
regulation 6. 

(15) The examination referred to in sub-regulation (14) shall, as far as practicable, proceed without 
interruption: 

Provided that in the interest of justice, the Inquiring Authority shall be at liberty to determine whether 
an adjournment should be granted, and if so, on what terms. 

(16) The Inquiring Authority shall be guided by the provisions of the Railway Servants (Discipline and 
Appeal) Rules, 1968 and the Information Technology Act, 2000 (21 of 2000) while examining a person 
through video conferencing. 

Co-ordinator.- (1) There shall be a Co-ordinator at the Remote Point who shall be designated by the Inquiring 
Authority. 

(2) The Railway Administration or the Public Sector Undertaking, as the case may be, exercising jurisdiction 
on the remote point shall extend the requisite co-operation to the Inquiring Authority by promptly sparing a 
Railway servant well conversant with handling of the electronic mode of video conferencing to act as the 
Co-ordinator in response to the request made by the Inquiring Authority. 

(3) The Co-ordinator shall ensure that- 

(i) all remote users scheduled to appear in a particular proceeding at the remote point are ready at the remote 
point designated for video conferencing at least thirty minutes before the scheduled time; 

(ii) no recording is done and no recording device is used except with the prior permission of the Inquiring 
Authority; 

(iii) no unauthorised person enters the video conferencing room when the video conferencing is in progress and 
no person is present at the remote point except with the prior permission of the Inquiring Authority; 

(iv) the remote user person being examined is not prompted, induced, tutored, coerced, threatened or promised 

in any manner by any person and that the person being examined does not refer to any document, script or 
device without the prior permission of the Inquiring Authority during the examination. 

Service of Summons.- (1) The provisions contained in the Railway Servants (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 
1968 shall apply to service of summons for proceedings conducted by video conferencing. 

(2) The summons issued to a witness who is to be examined through video conferencing, shall mention the 
date, time and venue of the concerned remote point and shall direct the witness to attend in person along 
with proof of identity or deposition to that effect. 

Preparatory arrangements and general requirements.-(1) The Inquiring Authority shall give sufficient 
notice in advance, setting out the schedule of video conferencing to the remote user persons. 

(2) Before commencement of the proceedings of the scheduled video conferencing, the Inquiring Authority 

shall ensure that the Co-ordinator at the remote point receives certified copies of printouts or photocopy or a 
soft copy of the non-editable scanned copies of all or any part of the record of proceedings which may be 
required for recording statements or evidence, or for reference: 

Provided that these documents or copies shall be permitted to be used by the remote user persons 
only with the prior permission of the Inquiring Authority. 

(3) The Inquiring Authority shall ensure through the Co-ordinator that no unauthorised person is present in the 
video conferencing room at the remote point and no person except those permitted by the Inquiring 
Authority, is present in the video conferencing room at the time of examination of any person at the remote 
point. 

(4) The Inquiring Authority shall also conduct a trial video conferencing preferably thirty minutes before 
scheduled video conferencing to ensure that all the technical systems are in working condition at both the 
proceeding point and the remote point. 

(5) At the scheduled time, the Inquiring Authority shall connect the remote user to the proceeding point. 

(6) The video conferencing shall ordinarily take place during the official working hours:
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Provided that the Inquiring Authority may pass suitable directions concerning the timing and schedule of 

video conferencing as the circumstances may warrant. 

(7) The Inquiring Authority shall ensure that video conferencing is conducted only through a designated video 

conferencing software. 

Explanation: For the removal of doubts, it is hereby clarified that in the event of a technical mal- 
functioning during a proceeding, the Inquiring Authority may, for reasons to be recorded in writing by it, 
permit the use of software other than the designated video conferencing software for video conferencing in 

that particular proceeding. 

(8) The Inquiring Authority shall note the objections raised, if any, during the deposition of the person being 
examined and pass appropriate order thereon, in writing. 

(9) An audio-visual recording of the examination of the person examined shall be preserved and an encrypted 
master copy with hash value shall be retained as a part of the record. 

(10) The disconnection of link between the proceeding point and the remote point shall be done by or on the 
orders of the Inquiring Authority. 

(11) On completion of the video conferencing proceeding on each day, the Inquiring Authority shall make the 
daily order sheet of the time and duration of the proceeding, the software used (in case the software used is 
not the designated video conferencing software), the issue raised during the proceedings, if any, and the 
documents, if any, that were produced and transmitted online, in addition to the aspects dealt with in sub- 
regulations (3) to (7), (9) to (10) and (13) of regulation 5, as deemed fit: 

Provided that in case a digital recording is tendered, the Inquiring Authority shall record its duration 
in the order sheet along with all other requisite details. 

(12) The Inquiring Authority shall also record its satisfaction as to clarity, sound and connectivity for both users 

and remote users. 

Examination of persons.- (1) No witness shall be examined unless his identity has been established as provided 
for in sub-regulation (4) of regulation 5 and the same shall be reflected in the daily order sheet and the identity 
of the witness deposing at the remote point shall be confirmed by the Inquiring Authority with the assistance of 
the Co-ordinator who shall obtain signatures of the witnesses on the hard copies of the Identity proof as 
provided in sub-regulation (4) of regulation 5 and after countersigning the same shall dispatch them to the 
Inquiring Authority via authorised courier or registered speed post. 

(2) A scanned copy of such documents shall be digitally signed by the Co-ordinator and immediately 
transmitted by him through official email to the Inquiring Authority. 

(3) The person being examined shall ordinarily be examined during the official working hours or at such time 

as the Inquiring Authority may deem fit and necessary. 

(4) The Co-ordinator at the remote point shall ensure that no person, except with the specific permission of the 
Inquiring Authority, is present at the remote point save and except the person being examined. 

(5) The Inquiring Authority shall record whilst under examination such remarks, if any, as he thinks material 
respecting the demeanor of the person. 

(6) The Inquiring Authority may also issue such other directions as are necessary for a given set of facts for 
effective recording of the examination. 

(7) The Inquiring Authority shall obtain the signature of the person being examined on the transcript once the 
examination is concluded and the signed transcript shall form part of the record of the inquiry proceedings. 

(8) The signature on the transcript of the person being examined shall be obtained in either of the following 
‘ways, namely:- 

(a) if digital signatures are available at both the concerned proceeding point and the remote point, the soft copy 
of the transcript digitally signed by the Inquiring Authority shall be sent by the official e-mail to the remote 

point where a printout of the same shall be taken and signed by the person being examined; 

(b) a scanned copy of such signed transcript shall be digitally signed by the Co-ordinator at the remote point 
and the same would be transmitted by official email to the proceeding point and the hard copy of the signed 
transcript shall be dispatched after the examination is completed, preferably within a period of three clear
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days by the Co-ordinator at the remote point to the Inquiring Authority by recognised courier or registered 
speed post; 

(c) if digital signatures are not available, the printout of the transcript shall be signed by the Inquiring Authority 
and the representative of the parties, if any, at the proceeding point and shall be sent in non-editable 
scanned format to the official email account of the remote point, where a printout of the same shall be taken 
and signed by the person examined and countersigned by the Co-ordinator at the remote point; 

(d) a non-editable scanned format of the transcript so signed shall be sent by the Co-ordinator of the remote 
point to the official email account of the Inquiring Authority, upon which a printout of the same shall be 
taken and shall be made a part of the record of the proceedings and the hard copy shall also be dispatched 
preferably within a period of three clear days by the Co-ordinator at the remote point to the Inquiring 
Authority by recognised courier or registered speed post. 

(9) The examination shall, as far as practicable, proceed without interruption or the grant of unnecessary 
adjournments: 

Provided that the Inquiring Authority shall be at liberty to determine whether an adjournment should be 
granted, and if so, on what terms. 

Exhibiting or Showing Documents to Witness or the charged Railway servant at a Remote Point.- If in the 
course of examination of a person at a remote point by video conferencing, it is necessary to show a document 
to the person, the Inquiring Authority may permit the document to be shown in the following manner, namely:- 

(a) if the document is at the proceeding point, by transmitting a copy or image of the document to the remote 
point electronically, including through a document visualiser; or 

(b) if the document is at the remote point, by putting it to the person and transmitting a copy or image of the 
same to the proceeding point electronically including through a document visualiser: 

Provided that the hard copy of the document countersigned by the witness and the Co-ordinator at the 
remote point shall be dispatched thereafter to the proceeding point via authorised courier or registered 
speed post. 

Recording of the Daily Order Sheets.- On close of the proceedings on each day, the Inquiring Authority shall 

draw up the order sheet in terms of sub-regulation (11) of regulation 8 and while the Inquiring Authority and the 
necessary persons present at the proceeding point shall put their signaturcs physically, the signatures of the 
necessary persons at the remote point shall be obtained in either of the following ways, namely:- 

(a) if digital signatures are available at both the concerned proceeding point and the remote point, the soft 
copy of the daily order sheet digitally signed by the Inquiring Authority and other necessary persons at the 
proceeding point shall be sent by the official e-mail to the remote point where a printout of the same shall 
be taken and signed by the necessary persons at the remote point; 

(b) a scanned copy of such signed printout shall be digitally signed by the Co-ordinator at the remote point 
and the same should be transmitted by official email to the proceeding point; 

(c) the hard copy of the signed transcript will be dispatched preferably within three clear days by the Co- 
ordinator at the remote point to the Inquiring Authority by recognised courier or registered speed post; 

(d) if digital signatures are not available, the printout of the daily order sheet shall be signed by the Inquiring 
Authority and the necessary persons at the proceeding point and shall be sent in non-editable scanned 
format to the official e-mail account of the remote point, where a printout of the same shall be taken and 
signed by the necessary persons at the remote point and countersigned by the Co-ordinator; 

(¢) a non-editable scanned format of the printout so signed shall be sent by the Co-ordinator of the remote 
point to the official e-mail account of the Inquiring Authority, upon which a print out of the same would 
be taken and shall be made a part of the record of the proceedings; 

(f)  the hard copy would also be dispatched preferably within a period of three clear days by the Co-ordinator 
at the remote point to the Inquiring Authority by recognised courier or registered speed post. 

Ensurance by Inquiring Authority while communicating report to the Disciplinary Authority.- The 
Inquiring Authority shall ensure that the physically signed hard copies as well as the printouts of the digitally 
signed transcripts and daily order sheets recorded during the proceedings conducted through video conferencing 
together with the electronic records provided for in sub-regulation (12) of regulation 5 are duly matched and
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made part of the records of the proceedings while communicating the Inquiry Report to the Disciplinary 

Authority. 

Regulations in addition to and not in derogation of the Railway Servants (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 
1968.- The provisions of these regulations shall be in addition to and not in derogation of the Railway Servants 
(Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1968. 

[F. No. E(D&A) 2020 RG6-6] 
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