HTILT HL{HTL (GOVERNMENT OF INDIA)
T HATAT (MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS)
IAX TS (RAILWAY BOARD)

N0.2026/V-1/DAR/13/1 Date 14/01 /2026
The General Managers The SDGMs/CVOs
All Zonal Railways/PUs All Zonal Railways/PUs

The Director General
All Railway Institutes & RDSO

Sub: Conducting disciplinary inquiry through video conferencing - adhering to
prescribed guidelines of GSR No. 286(E) and GSR No. 287(E)

weddkhdkdhd
Rule 9(2) of Railway Servants (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1968 was amended
vide Gazette Notification bearing GSR No. 286(E) dated 22.05.2024 and regulations in
pursuance thereto was notified vide GSR No. 287(E) dated 22.05.2024. A copy is
enclosed for ready reference.

2. Vide GSR No. 286(E), the following proviso was inserted in sub-rule (2) of rule 9:
“Provided further that in exceptional circumstances such as a pandemic or natural
calamities or when the disciplinary authority is satisfied for the reasons to be recorded by
it in writing, the disciplinary authority may itself inquire into or may authorize an
Inguiring Authority to inquire into the truth of any imputation of misconduct or
misbehaviour against a Railway Servant through the aid of the digital mode of Video
Conferencing, either wholly or in parts, in accordance with the regulations framed by the
Central Government in the Ministry of Railways.”

3. In a recent DAR case arising out of a vigilance case pertaining to one unit, inquiry
was conducted through video-conferencing by RIO without obtaining prior approval of
DA. Subsequently, Secretary Directorate of Railway Board has decided that the inquiry
proceedings in the case and inquiry report thereon cannot be treated as legally tenable
and has advised the Railway to conduct de novo inquiry in the case. Thus, the entire
DAR proceedings have become a futile exercise. Similar cases have occurred in few

other Zonal Railways too.

4, It is, therefore, advised to review the ongoing DAR cases and ensure that the
above guidelines are being strictly followed in each case. Further, it is advised to bring
these guidelines to the knowledge of DAs and RIOs, each time a disciplinary proceeding
is instituted and RIO is appointed.

5. This has the approval of PED (Vigilance) and CVO/Ministry of Railways.

DA: As above }G«(/
1y )26

(Alind Shekhar)

Director Vigilance (E)
Railway Board

Room No. 522 (A), Rail Bhawan, Raisina Road, New Delhi — 110001



GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
RAILWAY BOARD

No. E(D&A) 2020 RG6-6 Date: 29.05.2024

The General Manager,
All Zonal Railways and Production Units etc.
(As per standard list)

Sub: Conducting disciplinary inquiry through video conferencing-
amendment to Rule 9(2) of Railway Servants (Discipline And Appeal)
Rules. 1968 and notification of regulations related thereto.

Rule 9(2) of Railway Servants (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1968 has been amended
vide Gazette Notification bearing GSR No. 286(E) dated 22.05.2024 and regulations in
pursuance thereto have also been notified vide GSR No. 287(E) dated 22.05.2024. A copy each
of the Gazette Notifications is enclosed herewith for necessary action.

2 Please acknowledge receipt. @E"W

(Aniruddha Thakur)
Dy. Director/Estt.(D&A)
Railway Board

Copy forwarded for information:

1. The General Secretary, AIRF, 4 State Entry Road, New Delhi (with 35 spares).

2. The General Secretary, NFIR, 3 Chelmsford Road, New Delhi (with 35 spares).

3. All Members, Departmental Council & National Council and Secretary, Staff Side, National
Council, 13-C Ferozshah Road, New Delhi (with 60 spares).

4. The Secretary General, FROA, Rail Bhavan, New Delhi (with 6 spares).

5. The Secretary General, IRPOF, Rail Bhavan, New Delhi (with 6 spares).

6. The Secretary, RBSS 'Group A Officers' Association', Rail Bhavan, New Delhi.

7. The Secretary, RBSS 'Group B Officers' Association.

8. The Secretary, Railway Board Ministerial Staff Association.

9. The Secretary, Railway Board Group D Employees Association.

10. The Secretary, RBSSS Officers Association, Rail Bhavan, New Delhi.

11. The Secretary General, AIRPFA, Room No. 256-D, Rail Bhavan, New Delhi.

12, M/s Bahri Brothers, 742, Lajpat Rai Market, Delhi-110 006, P.O. Box No. 2032

13. Chief Commissioner of Railway Safety, Lucknow.



14. The General Secretary, All India SC/ST Railway Employees Association, Room No.8,
Ground Floor, Rail Bhavan, New Delhi-110001.

15. Office of Chief Administrative Officer, Indian Railways (Workshop Projects), Chamber
Bhavan, Judge's Court Road, Anta Ghat, Patna-800001, Bihar.

For Principal Executive Director (IR), Railway Board

No. E(D&A) 2020 RG6-6 New Delhi, dated: ~ 9.05.2024

Copy forwarded for Information to:

1. The DAI (Railways), New Delhi (with 40 copies).
2 The Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha Secretariats, New Delhi.

(05t

(Aniruddha Thakur)
Dy. Director/Estt.(D&A)
Railway Board

Copy to:

PS/MR, PS/MoSR PSO/PPSs to CRB & CEO, M(F), M(Infra), M(T&RS), M(O&BD), DG(HR),
DG(RHS), DG(RPF), DG(Safety), Secretary, PED(Vig.), PED(IR), EO, JS, JS(G), JS/E, ED/E,
EDE(Res), Dir(D&A), Dir E(O)-I, Dir.(RPF), US(DAR), US/ERB-V, V-1, ERB-I, ERB-V],
ERB-V, E(Rep)l, E(Rep)IL, E(Rep)IIL, E(SCT)-L, E(SCT)-II, E(0)-I and E(O)I CC branches in
Board's Office.
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= T
()
St
7E feeefl, 17 ¢, 2024
(I remT . 45/2024)
qr.H.R. 286(a).—gul, €U F AMEEE 309 F TGS T YI9 AT F T4 #9 gC,
I T (Frqare i< srfien) fam, 1968 @7 siw Herraw Fe ¥ forg Rufofae o aam €, saig-
1. "ftw 7 i W= (1) 37 st & w@fem 9 o d9 (srmermee si7 sefien dete fa,
2024 § |
(2) T TS ® I THTE F A FY G G |
2. X A (Srgerma S srften) e, 1968 &, Fawr 9 % sufRew (2) ¥ wigs ¥ vaq, Pt
g sa-EaTiaT R S, i
“rig 7g o B arrarfas aRRafRay S wemrd ar wralE aroer a1 S agamafAE wftwrd
AEaE FIUT F ATETL T G &, AT 5T AGATHAS TSR T sifsr $¢ T 87 97 5 J &
for i sifer striRrprdy i Fobarm T 2, ot & o e AT T ¥ Pt g B aerar

3165 GI/2024 (1)



2 THE GAZETTE OF INDIA : EXTRAORDINARY [PART II—SEC. 3(i)]
T ¥ witw fifRTr FER % R dre it ggmar % wmeaw & 3r 9 pia: 1 R, 39 w5
T T TR GIT 99T 4 fAfaami & stqan &t s gai1”
[T, &. $(3 U ) 2020 AEH6-6)
A FHR, FTESI Raa/eqrar
feroqur: I fAFw, AR & TS, 9R 2, @2 3, IUEE (i) F ATAgEAr |, w0 €. 3181, arhE 14 RESy,

1968 FIT T b 10 & it sy e arfergem A . & 178, el 19 Rrdeg, 2015 g1
gentera g e o

MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(Railway Board)
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 17th May, 2024
(R.B./Estt. No. 45/2024)

G.S.R. 286 (E).—In exercise of the powers conferred by the proviso to article 309 of the Constitution, the
President hereby makes the following rules further to amend the Railway Servants (Discipline and Appeal)Rules,
1968, namely:-

1. Short Title and Commencement- (1) These rules may be called the Railway Servants (Discipline and Appeal)
Amendment Rules, 2024,

(2) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Official Gazette.

2. In the Railway Servants (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1968, after the proviso of sub-rule (2) of rule 9, the
following proviso shall be inserted, namely:-

“Provided further that in exceptional circumstances such as a pandemic or natural calamities or when the
disciplinary authority is satisfied for the reasons to be recorded by it in writing, the disciplinary authority
may itself inquire into or may authorise an Inquiring Authority to inquire into the truth of any imputation of
misconduct or misbehaviour against a Railway Servant through the aid of the digital mode of Video
Conferencing, either wholly or in parts, in accordance with the regulations framed by the Central
Government in the Ministry of Railways.”

[F. No. E(D&A) 2020 RG6-6]
SUNIL KUMAR, Executive Director/Establishment

Note:- Principal rules were published in the Gazette of India in Part II, Section 3, Sub-section (ii), vide notification
number S.0, 3181, dated the 14" September, 1968 and was last amended vide notification number G.S.R. 178
dated 19 September, 2015.

Uploaded by Dte. of Printing at Government of India Press, Ring Road, Mayapuri, New Delhi-110064
and Published by the Controller of Publications, Delhi-110054. |, 0 - ommumn
VERMA Bae 2134827
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PART II—Section 3—Sub-section (i)

i & ww it
PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY

H. 266) w¢ Reeft, gaar, wE 22, 2024/99%5 1, 1946
No. 266] NEW DELHI, WEDNESDAY, MAY 22, 2024/JYAISHTHA 1, 1946

T
CSEEIS)
g
TE Reel, 17 W€, 2024
HT.#. 287(3).—F=0T G, I 9T (AFATH A srfien) e, 1968 F w9 FsufRawy
(2) ¥ gaL aig F sqar § Aufafe Affgy s &, safq-
2. @R A dearew- (1) 37 Rffamt w0 A = da (@RGSR ¥ areaw ¥ sqpemafas i
1 Hutere) RAfRFw, 2024 81
(2) T oA H 3T 9 FT e Fr g9 5 )

3. agwan- ¥ faffew o7 Rvmfir s o= =g 26 R d=mem ARty s ¥ Rivew Aie &
SUANT ET I 9% (Fqemad i< srfier) faw, 1968 ¥ faw 9 # faif wfmr ¥ g fran
ST !

4. fcarard- gv Rt #, 5o o gf & sreren sf¥a A 8-
(F) “FHaT qard At e Fafimarers Feu A e afv & g,

3166 GI/2024 (1)
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(@)

(M

(%)

()

@)

(1)

“fAfde e R g ¥ qread ffear FEERET #1 99w w0 % P aag-aw
R S TAFE g S i qTRedaT 9 E;

“sfraia Ao & qrend St FrdERat F Wiy 9T R gy Sussy FTET 74w -39
gTar § o afeafe st witerd g Awag e T S F g g sieeame of
uftafera §;

“FTHATA" & dia WifaT = Frdarar i a9 S Friarg afeafer §;

“FTAATET T ¥ qrad U o9 § § gt st nfewrd i stegerar § stiw wrdarfzar
ifas &7 § Rt o samam % afwd #, S st o demed gra sarfia ardsias
&= % guww ot aftwfea §, @=fora geft;

O T " ATCTd U T o § STl Wi drargar ® Aeierr w1 A9 o 3 Area
F el Yorer wemem % afEst & Rk siavta & wamer g wenfea e 8 % ST
1 §, safeaa g §;

“ZTEF IR | qTd e T8 BT U AT FORMET  ATEAH § FrAAT AT § W
AN I A ; AT

=1 gt aree iR srfvreafeat, St <@ fffaw # wgw § oy ofoanfyT a&f § sa wa
TG 7 T S T qaF (e i< ardfier) e, 1968 < gt srenfadr sfafam,
2000 (2000 FT 21) & wfearia § |

5. difedt wihi & dedfda am fRain- (1)%%3&?@%%@#&%mm
TILN U, A = TR G Sraevia sy, w&@nr £ ST ey )

(¢4

3

4)

®)

(6)

(7)

S FrdaTigal S wagear, Fererar i feaaaar # a9 @ fi ad F sefiv @ g,
Str= sfareRTY, U SRt Soae S aue-a9y 9 Sudey g, Y sl T w6 |

= qrfewra ft g aqafa F famr Rl safze ar e g srdarfRan v 1 RarfEr =
& sy

T ITAIHTEA it TgAT, AT T AT ST TIHIT AT T ST T T & 99 $
TG ¥ ATIAT % AR T TG HT ST i 9g=1 7 997, Hgodgas Iqesd 7 g
& T #, gag =AhE a9, grar-far w1 a7 el garn, serd o f i@ w6 1
TEQT T |

oATora T STLA:

uig el FaEr ¥ o awd awer $i gar §, s niwd g swag By s
I Fwt F forg, e SARaT Sk greaat S, arweawT &1 g3 39 [
Fraaret & NI FIHRT FL 7 AT FB6am S T3 |

S FEATRAT F F=Te gg TN 7 W a1 Ao -39 sfareal § aw &
g s et Sont F g e st wfEerd g staEra e sreem)

A TR g =7 & it wrrss gt F SR i S,
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(8)

9)

(10)

(1

(12)

(13)

(14)

(15)

(16)

g = ST, fifsar FERET % ww i deyw ¥ gay § offRufat ¥ sqe sugw
IRECEE:ETnll

TF a1 99 FEATRAT T &Y T2 &, T Srieewrr & 7 srqatar & faer agere goars &
et ser =afRe & ST @ Y sl = gt

FEAATE T X T AW & Hed o, ST SR & smeet ® sefta 4 9% g
UG IR E R g Tl

STi= STTerpT Tad it @ qf® Fm 6 oo v a1 Frdarg) = W afim AafF ey sy
REEIREM AN Q@ E IR Ta maFI NI R RE |

FEATET TATT TF LEA TATT 6l ITAITHI, ST 6 10T TTEAT, AETS T FAfaeiafe & gaef §
St St T Fif T sam s agfe s o sam)

e FHRT F Aregw & @wfora Syl stiwr FrdarRat i sev-gew Rl dxfera R
ST ST iR (FReq) A St gar Ay afgg e ¥ avr ¥ = § aftrfm §i
ST |

ST Fg1 NTSAT FHET F ATEW A A Frdargr A I §, T A AL g T
e ofte o fadry =7 & el fmm sram

ST yTieraT, Sitw i warer R gy Ot s o oft e e s S Ry ag
T % et ¥ i fadw w7 & fAfew 6 ¥ 9u R (3) ¥ @9y ¥ aravas gh

St (14) # R sitw, S5t 7% =39 o1, Mty geft

Tig = ¥ R ¥, s wftwd a5 smeaRa v 35w S B = o Rar s
TR AR afz g, ar & et 92 R s |

s Wi, fifeay e ¥ Areaw & Flt safze i site F@ 799 & q9 (FgemeA

3tz arfier) e, 1968 i =T Wrenfir stfafaam, 2000 (2000 T 21) % wrEe™T gT<T
S g |

6. THEEF (1) TTF TITH U UF THaTF g ST o1 ATiernrdl g qarioiza fam s )

(2)

(3)
(i)

(i)

(iii)

I AT AT ArASAS &7 F ITHH, a1 #F A g, Sras sl o § weg e

AT &, A ATFE g T T SqLry F IogAT H U I A9 F0 S HILET FOER F
TAFEIE HIT FT & T § UTEIA &Y, GU-aTF F €7 § H14 T4 27 T ITe8 FUq FC
St stfareRTr =t sTaTera aganT S

THAF AT G 0 -

T o W el R A # saftaa 3% ¥ g afefm ot e swi,
ffeA whRET F forr afaRe gou wam w Fyifa oo & +9 § w0 fio e @ I
Bl
S TifErsTEy & g st ¥ A 1 femfEn adt f sy ofe R RafEr Raea =
ERILEERE I 1L

s fafeay bR =rer W 8, aor Ny SRR Fer § FrE srrforga =40 ¥ 7 ] A
Str=r ST i o st % faT goew e T g safe SufReq T 8
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(iv) o geea Iuger =t f adar 6 o W@ 8, 30 B §F e gro G o 0% 7 90,
IR, e, wergE, W ar arer q@; T 1T § 6@ ag sty e ol s &
g, TeT ¥ R wiw wiEw f @ aqar § o Gl e, e ar fanw @
IeATad TET BT |

7. geAl f arite—(1) 3 J9F (Ao @R arfie) A, 1968 ¥ MRS sragmw fifear wishRE

g1 aTTora FrfariRar % forg avae Y anfier ux amg g )

(2) HifRar F=ER % wrer & aderor g s arer areft 5 s B Ty g § gefia e
&g i ardia, aww o7 w4 #7 Seor@ I ST Areft B g O 4T 59 AT F Aoy
¥ |4 =R &9 & Iufaa g #1 A ey s

8. WrfrE sraedr i< ATy sETd—(1) ST i e IuAnEar sateat B AT SR 3

Friww Ruffa o gu ol & waty Jife 3w

(2 Ruifa ffer FEERE i FrfarE aiw g9 & Tgw, st= wiwsET a8 gRthag s &
ey fig ot auvaas = fease ar v f yarfia gfar ar sefard % afiea %
eft a7 Ry off R - fR-wiumes v & it 75wt i give i ww g, S a3 AT
Trew siwferiee w7 % forg am gt & g smifeer gt
TR & EaTast AT WA F G STAIHAT SATRAT FI FAA T AAHL HT [ AT
¥ AT ITART FA B srgafa & St |

(3) SI= W aovaas % ATeAW & ag gt san & e by o fifear sientm w0 &
w1 ot sTfige =afRe sufRaa 7 8 diw e wifwTd g sgAfy s AR Y Sew B
oft =iy e fig v Y oft safee i e % oo fifeay R sa ¥ disEa e

@ s witErd Ry ffta w960 F afmme: fa e wa @ adaur ff
TSkt ff srnfSra s ot 7 gRfEa B s o & aft g st sdareT
fiig st gEeyr fig AT ww v =0 Y Rafr & €1

(5) FRaifa oo 9=, s= wive geer swrrRat #t wdarE fog & s Fm

(6) fifear FISERAT aTETONE: TR w e w2t ¥ S gt

T S ST AT FERT ¥ g wdie wrdw ¥ A ¥ 9wy AR arfia s g,
St aftfRafagt F sqem srasTs g
(7) st wifaswrd ag g o & AR F96ET = o afiRe fiftar sisfEr
eI F 7| & o i 5 |
TEFT—F T F T FA % g, ag ooy R strar @ & sty ¥ o G
guEt f Rafy ¥, st wiwr, suw g afeeeg o s aer st &, 39 &y s §

iR wEhfr F R safvRe fiftar sk aiwedgT F smmar s=r aiweaa? F a6 sgafr
AT |

(8) == iRt whver fw o @ =ufw ¥ sfvrmmew % dom fovg o srafry 6, o A9 g,
1 FOT AR 39 R fafew w9 § gy s wia 539

(9) wher fau s @ =@fE f olhew fr ww ger-gey Rt ofiwfm fr sroft sk o wa %
AT TF Ter=e AT YT F1 AT F TF 96 F 9 § T&@T AT |

(10) FrdaTEr oy sk e iy % = i #1 @ s wfsrd g ar o e o G
ST |
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(11) 74+ o AT FISERET FAAE F 0 g 9T, i wiiewrd, f{fgw 5 F sufifaw (3) &
(7), sufafdas (9) & (10) siw Sufafaaw (13) ¥ syaer g o aeeel ¥ sfafiss, srdard
* AT ST waty, e B T aivedaT (@R ST R atveas iR fitar
FIShfET giveaaT 781 2), Frfardr % dow om0 v 72, o 9 @Y, o T, aR @
B, S AT WA R wETRa R e &, 6 e A€ e sAmem, s ag S aws
wig ik Rfves R sega $it st §, o st wftrdy st ot sfera et & =y

AT sfie & gt srafyr o=t Fam |

(12) sti=r siferardy, Frdargt foig shv gewr fig aX Sreatsi % R srdard) & w5t egear,
At o FafAefadt ¥ deg § ot sl ot stfferfa sam)

9. syfwat Fr whem—-(1) ffy el Fi 990 g% wher 7 f sroft, 59 TFsERH EEw RAETw s ¥
IUfAfaAT (4) § fFT 1T IgEy F AR AT T9 A T g ol 1 iR Al e ¥
Rt grft diw gz fig ox amer 37 arer aveft i vg= A ofR aw=ws B wgrrar @
S WTfETE g Y AT, S agE o it g HidY 9% arferat F geare v s, s
faffaw 5 & su-R_RffTww (4) # syay T mr § sic sfeeeamer @ ¥ aw 5= awas
Fha a1 Hredisa wfte e F areaw & si= Tifewed 1 St e

(2) TH zETASH A A T TS 9y gHeEEs g Rvee w7 & et f srot i) sus
BT A ATAFIE - F AR § Wi TR 7 AW i sty |

(3) orm =afer & adier it o @ 2, I o e araEIaET g 1 ST F R a1 0 vy
9T #t ITa, S St iR S i) straers aweE |

(4) 7o iy 9 aw=aw @ gt s i sis ot f e agafa % [, s By
T T =it & e 9 of =aftr, ey g wstfa & )

(5) sti= grfErETd wde % e T feoqft, fy Y, v st som, Smrag Afs f
ATE-¥IAT F Fae ¥ qegqag a9+ |

(6) STiw Wit W swy ARy s ST e w9, S aew AW ¥ ey ¥ wfew v wwreh
i ¥ forg araegs 81

(7) sti= TR aderr g\ g % are wiosE o wlET e S ) 1R ¥ gearET T w3
< gEaTa i gfdaE s Frdaral & sfverg #1 f{er g |

(8) et fag =T <) =af™n ¥ widdre av gearax Rafafaa & & At o a0% & s fvg s,
qqTq -
(®) T "@&fa wefar @y @ e g Q90 9T RiSea gwmer Suwsy g, o sy
sTigET g Rfves w9 & gearafa sfvee 6 aiwe wift st -4 g oor g
gz st SrefY, sret Tmer ffzsree R s s ofer g s @ =l g geaeiE
T so;
(@) T gEanaf whiere it S & 7 gF v e g o awas g Ritew s &
TEERE HT ITCAT A TH iUHRE A9 g Frdant fag w Ifa R s s
gearafia sfaere $t grd S otar quf 2 % wame, goe &g o geTs g afdmra:
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(9)

i Trg AT f ety F i wwane e a1 g st 9w g7 st= e
Y 97 & ST

() = RfSwee grarex Suesy T8l §, @ whaee 1 fesree st nfdsrd s gawrd
ghafafdy, afs : gy, gro Frdard fig ax grarafia famr sro s geey fig & snfais
-0 | ¥ fe-goras T T 3Ry T wrew § e stree, gt 3w fesree oy smom
it grewr foig o adie fag o safve gro geamaia sk s g wiagearafa B
ST,

(F) I THR gEraia gfaerm 1 UF AR a9 e BT T ey T by w
THEAF GI S TR F SATAHIE S-0eT T # ST AT, TRILT IHHT (9 S

T STET SR FEART F Ao AR g e s g i o e fig
FHEYE GO AEATITE BT A1 oredipd wfie 9w gra st grferrdl @ siffara: @i
Tog AT it srafer % i< S < st

qretT, STgT o =aag™ g, faar frelt wwreae v smmaeas s B amy aeeft:
IR ST AT & 75 79 F FT Ta@=ar gl & S & Ser /e av 19, stk gl

BT, ar e ardt o

10. X fag wX aret a1 AT T 495 1 a1 729 AT 0 Ramr--af ffear s
g & g o) Rl =R it e & dm, &af 1 9 awaas e saes §, @ o=
AT AR foraa T & TEamas fRar it AgAi < qh, i -

(%)

(@)

Tf¥ TETa FTATEY iy T &, 9 aeama A oF 9y ar gf i g g w i sy
Sk sranfa waTaw fgeerewe st anfer g, ¥fw < ar
7fx Tearaw g fig W &, 9 38 =afe i1 fRan #2371 s wiw O g s &g
wsﬁﬁfﬁmw%ﬁﬂ%mmﬁﬁrﬁwm%ﬁmﬁﬁg it =

e fig ax aeft o saeaas gy widgsamia seamas $it g8 Fid aersnq sl

{F{wmrﬁ@w@%’ﬂw%mﬁm@ﬁgwﬁwﬁml

11 s AT it w1 adew -—v3F A sefad & anfy w, s s s 8 %
Safafama (11) ¥ agar AR ofie TR wan @) safE s e & wdaE &g w
Iuftaq sraegs =Afw W €7 F q97 FEaTE 9, T 67 T Aa9F AR F gearEs
Fraferfaa # & Rl oft a8% & s B s, srafq -

()

Q)

gfy gt Frdagr iy ok ea fig 391 w Rivew gramax Suesy g, o searg! &g
T S STfeaTd SR o sasTE |feat g Rfsed & & gramaia dRw sisc dfie i
wiwe Hidt anferari $-8e g geed [6g o) A ST, et gae festee o sa
A e g X e =Rt g geame g ST,

T gEaTia fiesmse 1 @& ft 1€ ur i oo iy W awas g Rivea w7 &
gEaTAfd F ST 7 z7 anferw -0 g Frdart oy o Wi B s
grarafa wfaer #it g Fdt srftmra: fiF we {REt F o oo g W aw=ws g
ST ST Y AT AT AT TR a Tt T ST |97 &F ST,



[T I—&vE 3(i)] STTR T TSTTT : STHTETT 7

12.

13,

(@) ik Rl gwmer suwsy 78 & o &R s e w1 ffeaee siw i &ix
FraaTel 93 T AaTF AT 510 geareiia B s o goeg fig F arfdefon €-
A @I § JT-HIEA I 6 Y 1T IrET § W S, srgt g fesrse for s
#iT ew g W aEws AR g geaika s @) aweens g
stagearearia B s,

(3) =@ R gEafa fesree 1 oF i-dued arg & B e g g
THEAT GT S AT % srferrfe £-9e g & 997 sroe, asa saer e sree
forar sra s wrfanRat % sfSere %1 9T T s

@) T S f aftme f7 e RE f ey F offee g iy ® s g s
srferETEY it AT FRET a1 HEhwa ofte 9 g e &S |
gggrats niRwd ® i @O =@ e siw wied g gRfe B smresis

wifersTd 78 giAfaa Fom B AR SE6R F aregm § dnfem srfars ¥ € afeeaes f
TE EEATEAT e Fidv & arq Bfew v ¥ geraia vRfefgt sie 2fts sidc ofie ¥ e ¥

arg-ar faffawe 5 % sufafEeae (12) # Iwefae B wits afee #1 aag w18
e et & & siqerafAs st @ st R g e s aag sefarfzar & afeEt 5
ST F9TET AT £ |

Rt 1 3= Q9% (srgemae i) erfien) P, 1968 ¥ sififts @ a7 & 99 wra F—=
At & Suay @ G99 (srqamas o srdien) faw, 1968 ¥ wiafs g, 7 i o7 srerg )

(. &. 337 Us ¥) 2020 A 6-6 ]
AT FAR FrfETE e /e

MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(Railway Board)
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 17th May, 2024
GSR 287(E).—In pursuance of second proviso of sub rule (2) of rule 9 of the Railway Servants (Discipline

and Appeal) Rules, 1968, the Central Government hereby makes the following regulations, namely:-

2.

Short title and commencement.- (1) These regulations may be cafled the Railway Servants (Conduct of
Disciplinary Inquiry through Video Conferencing) Regulations, 2024,

(2) They shall come into force on date of their publication in the Official Gazette.

Application.- These regulations shall apply to the departmental inquiries to be conducted in accordance with
the procedure laid down in rule 9 of the Railway Servants (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1968, by utilising the
digital mode of video conferencing.

Definitions.- In these regulations, unless the context otherwise requires-
(a) "Co-ordinator" means a person appointed as Co-ordinator under regulation 6;

(b) "designated video conferencing software" means the software permitted by the Inquiring Authority
from time to time to conduct video conferencing;
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“official e-mail” means any e-mail account provided by the Department at the commencement of the
inquiry proceedings including the substitution thereof for the reasons to be recorded in writing by the
Inquiring Authority;

"proceedings” includes a physical inquiry proceeding and a virtual inquiry proceeding;

"proceeding point" means the place where the inquiry proceedings is physically presided over by the
Inquiring Authority in the premises of a railway administration including a Public Sector Undertaking
administered by the Ministry of Railways;

"remote point" means the place where the participants to the inquiry proceedings are to appear through
a video link, in the premises of a railway administration including a Public Sector Undertaking
administered by the Ministry of Railways;

"remote user" means the person participating in the proceedings through video conferencing at a
remote point; and

all other words and expressions used herein but not defined in these regulations shall have the
meanings respectively assigned to them in the Railway Servants (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1968
and the Information Technology Act , 2000 (21 of 2000).

5.  General principles relating to Video Conferencing.- (1) The video conferencing facilities may be used at any
or all the stages of the inquiry proceedings, as determined by the Inquiring Authority.

@
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Subject to maintaining independence, impartiality and credibility of the inquiry proceedings, the
Inquiring Authority may adopt such technological advancement as may become available to it from
time to time.

No recording of the proceedings by any person or entity shall be permitted except with the prior
permission of the Inquiring Authority.

The identity of the remote users shall be established on the basis of the identity proof as recognised by
the Government of India or State Government or Union territory and in case of identity proof not being
readily available, the person concerned shall furnish the name, parentage and permanent address, as
also temporary address, if any.

The Inquiry proceedings shall be conducted by the designated video conferencing software as chosen
by the Inquiring Authority:
Provided that in the event of a technical problem during a given proceeding, the Inquiring Authority

may, for reasons to be recorded in writing by it, permit the use of software, other than the designated
video conferencing software, for video conferencing in that particular proceeding.

The official e-mail to be used for the conduct of the inquiry proceedings shall be permitted by the
Inquiring Authority at the commencement of the proceedings and its substitution, if any, shall be
permitted only by the Inquiring Authority for the reasons to be recorded by it in writing.

The video conferencing shall ordinarily take place during the official working hours:

Provided that the Inquiring Authority may pass suitable directions concerning the timing and schedule
of video conferencing as the circumstances may warrant.

Once the proceedings have commenced, no other persons shall be permitted to participate in the virtual
hearing, except with the prior permission of the Inquiring Authority.

The establishment and disconnection of links between the proceeding point and the remote point would
be done by or under the orders of the Inquiring Authority.

The Inquiring Authority shall satisfy itself that the required persons at the remote point or the
proceeding point are seen and heard clearly and can see and hear the Inquiring Authority.

The Inquiring Authority shall satisfy itself and also record its satisfaction as to clarity, sound and
connectivity for both the proceeding point and the remote point users.

An audio-visual recording of the entire inquiry proceedings conducted through video conferencing
shall be preserved and an encrypted master copy with hash value shall be retained as a part of the
record.

Wherever any proceeding is carried out by taking recourse to video conferencing, the same shall
specifically be mentioned in the order sheet by the Inquiring Authority.
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(14) The Inquiring Authority may also impose such other conditions as are necessary for a given set of facts
for effective recording of the examination and especially with respect to sub-regulation (3) of
regulation 6.

(15) The examination referred to in sub-regulation (14) shall, as far as practicable, proceed without
interruption:
Provided that in the interest of justice, the Inquiring Authority shall be at liberty to determine whether
an adjournment should be granted, and if so, on what terms,

(16) The Inquiring Authority shall be guided by the provisions of the Railway Servants (Discipline and
Appeal) Rules, 1968 and the Information Technology Act, 2000 (21 of 2000) while examining a person
through video conferencing.

Co-ordinator.- (1) There shall be a Co-ordinator at the Remote Point who shall be designated by the Inquiring
Authority,

(2) The Railway Administration or the Public Sector Undertaking, as the case may be, exercising jurisdiction
on the remote point shall extend the requisite co-operation to the Inquiring Authority by promptly sparing 2
Railway servant well conversant with handling of the electronic mode of video conferencing to act as the
Co-ordinator in response to the request made by the Inquiring Authority.

(3) The Co-ordinator shall ensure that-

(i) all remote users scheduled to appear in a particular proceeding at the remote point are ready at the remote
point designated for video conferencing at least thirty minutes before the scheduled time;

(ii) no recording is done and no recording device is used except with the prior permission of the Inquiring
Authority;

(iii) no unauthorised person enters the video conferencing room when the video conferencing is in progress and
no person is present at the remote point except with the prior permission of the Inquiring Authority;

(iv) the remote user person being examined is not prompted, induced, tutored, coerced, threatened or promised
in any manner by any person and that the person being examined does not refer to any document, script or
device without the prior permission of the Inquiring Authority during the examination,

Service of Summons.- (1) The provisions contained in the Railway Servants (Discipline and Appeal) Rules,
1968 shall apply to service of summons for proceedings conducted by video conferencing.

(2) The summons issued to a witness who is to be examined through video conferencing, shall mention the
date, time and venue of the concerned remote point and shall direct the witness to attend in person along
with proof of identity or deposition to that effect.

Preparatory arrangements and general requirements.-(1) The Inquiring Authority shall give sufficient
notice in advance, setting out the schedule of video conferencing to the remote user persons.

(2) Before commencement of the proceedings of the scheduled video conferencing, the Inquiring Authority
shall ensure that the Co-ordinator at the remote point receives certified copies of printouts or photocopy or a
soft copy of the non-editable scanned copies of all or any part of the record of proceedings which may be
required for recording statements or evidence, or for reference:

Provided that these documents or copies shall be permitted to be used by the remote user persons
only with the prior permission of the Inquiring Authority.

(3) The Inquiring Authority shall ensure through the Co-ordinator that no unauthorised person is present in the
video conferencing room at the remote point and no person except those permitted by the Inquiring
Authority, is present in the video conferencing room at the time of examination of any person at the remote
point.

(4) The Inquiring Authority shall also conduct a trial video conferencing preferably thirty minutes before
scheduled video conferencing to ensure that all the technical systems are in working condition at both the
proceeding point and the remote point.

(5) At the scheduled time, the Inquiring Authority shall connect the remote user to the proceeding point.
(6) The video conferencing shall ordinarily take place during the official working hours:
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Provided that the Inquiring Authority may pass suitable directions concerning the timing and schedule of
video conferencing as the circumstances may warrant.

(7) The Inquiting Authority shall ensure that video conferencing is conducted only through a designated video
conferencing software.

Explanation: For the removal of doubts, it is hereby clarified that in the event of a technical mal-
functioning during a proceeding, the Inquiring Authority may, for reasons to be recorded in writing by it,
permit the use of software other than the designated video conferencing software for video conferencing in
that particular proceeding.

(8) The Inquiring Authority shall note the objections raised, if any, during the deposition of the person being
examined and pass appropriate order thereon, in writing.

(9) An audio-visual recording of the examination of the person examined shall be preserved and an encrypted
master copy with hash value shall be retained as a part of the record.

(10)The disconnection of link between the proceeding point and the remote point shall be done by or on the
orders of the Inquiring Authority.

(11) On completion of the video conferencing proceeding on each day, the Inquiring Authority shall make the
daily order sheet of the time and duration of the proceeding, the software used (in case the software used is
not the designated video conferencing software), the issue raised during the proceedings, if any, and the
documents, if any, that were produced and transmitted online, in addition to the aspects dealt with in sub-
regulations (3) to (7), (9) to (10) and (13) of regulation 5, as deemed fit:

Provided that in case a digital recording is tendered, the Inquiring Authority shall record its duration
in the order sheet along with all other requisite details.

(12) The Inquiring Authority shall also record its satisfaction as to clarity, sound and connectivity for both users
and remote users.

Examination of persons.- (1) No witness shall be examined unless his identity has been established as provided
for in sub-ragulatlon (4) of regulation 5 and the same shall be reflected in the daily order sheet and the identity
of the witness deposing at the remote point shall be confirmed by the Inquiring Authonty with the assistance of
the Co-ordinator who shall obtain signatures of the witnesses on the hard copies of the Identity proof as
provided in sub-regulation (4) of regulation 5 and after countersigning the same shall dispatch them to the
Inquiring Authority via authorised courier or registered speed post.

(2) A scanned copy of such documents shall be digitally signed by the Co-ordinator and immediately
transmitted by him through official email to the Inquiring Authority.

(3) The person being examined shall ordinarily be examined during the official working hours or at such time
as the Inquiring Authority may deem fit and necessary.

(4) The Co-ordinator at the remote point shall ensure that no person, except with the specific permission of the
Inquiring Authority, is present at the remote point save and except the person being examined.

(5) The Inquiring Authority shall record whilst under examination such remarks, if any, as he thinks material
respecting the demeanor of the person.

(6) The Inquiring Authority may also issue such other directions as are necessary for a given set of facts for
effective recording of the examination.

(7) The Inquiring Authority shall obtain the signature of the person being examined on the transcript once the
examination is concluded and the signed transcript shall form part of the record of the inquiry proceedings.

(8) The signature on the transcript of the person being examined shall be obtained in either of the following
ways, namely:-

(a) if digital signatures are available at both the concerned proceeding point and the remote point, the soft copy
of the transcript digitally signed by the Inquiring Authority shall be sent by the official e-mail to the remote
point where a printout of the same shall be taken and signed by the person being examined;

(b) a scanned copy of such signed transcript shall be digitally signed by the Co-ordinator at the remote point
and the same would be transmitted by official email to the proceeding point and the hard copy of the signed
transcript shall be dispatched after the examination is completed, preferably within a period of three clear
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days by the Co-ordinator at the remote point to the Inquiring Authority by recognised courier or registered
speed post;

(c) if digital signatures are not available, the printout of the transcript shall be signed by the Inquiring Authority
and the representative of the parties, if any, at the proceeding point and shall be sent in non-editable
scanned format to the official email account of the remote point, where a printout of the same shall be taken
and signed by the person examined and countersigned by the Co-ordinator at the remote point;

(d) a non-editable scanned format of the transcript so signed shall be sent by the Co-ordinator of the remote
point to the official email account of the Inquiring Authority, upon which a printout of the same shall be
taken and shall be made a part of the record of the proceedings and the hard copy shall also be dispatched
preferably within a period of three clear days by the Co-ordinator at the remote point to the Inquiring
Authority by recognised courier or registered speed post.

(9) The examination shall, as far as practicable, proceed without interruption or the grant of unnecessary
adjournments:

Provided that the Inquiring Authority shall be at liberty to determine whether an adjournment should be
granted, and if so, on what terms.

Exhibiting or Showing Documents to Witness or the charged Railway servant at a Remote Point.- If in the
course of examination of a person at a remote point by video conferencing, it is necessary to show a document
to the person, the Inquiring Authority may permit the document to be shown in the following manner, namely:-

(a) if the document is at the proceeding point, by transmitting a copy or image of the document to the remote
point electronically, including through a document visualiser; or

(b) if the document is at the remote point, by putting it to the person and transmitting a copy or image of the
same to the proceeding point electronically including through a document visualiser:

Provided that the hard copy of the document countersigned by the witness and the Co-ordinator at the
remote point shall be dispatched thereafter to the proceeding point via authorised courier or registered

speed post.

Recording of the Daily Order Sheets.- On close of the proceedings on each day, the Inquiring Authority shall
draw up the order sheet in terms of sub-regulation (11) of regulation 8 and while the Inquiring Authority and the
necessary persons present at the proceeding point shall put their signatures physically, the signatures of the
necessary persons at the remote point shall be obtained in either of the following ways, namely:-

(a) if digital signatures are available at both the concerned proceeding point and the remote point, the soft
copy of the daily order sheet digitally signed by the Inquiring Authority and other necessary persons at the
proceeding point shall be sent by the official e-mail to the remote point where a printout of the same shall
be taken and signed by the necessary persons at the remote point;

(b) a scanned copy of such signed printout shall be digitally signed by the Co-ordinator at the remote point
and the same should be transmitted by official email to the proceeding point;

(c) the hard copy of the signed transcript will be dispatched preferably within three clear days by the Co-
ordinator at the remote point to the Inquiring Authority by recognised courier or registered speed post;

(d) if digital signatures are not available, the printout of the daily order sheet shall be signed by the Inquiring
Authority and the necessary persons at the proceeding point and shall be sent in non-editable scanned
format to the official e-mail account of the remote point, where a printout of the same shall be taken and
signed by the necessary persons at the remote point and countersigned by the Co-ordinator;

(e) a non-editable scanned format of the printout so signed shall be sent by the Co-ordinator of the remote
point to the official e-mail account of the Inquiring Authority, upon which a print out of the same would
be taken and shall be made a part of the record of the proceedings;

(f)  the hard copy would also be dispatched preferably within a period of three clear days by the Co-ordinator
at the remote point to the Inquiring Authority by recognised courier or registered speed post.

Ensurance by Inquiring Authority while communicating report to the Disciplinary Authority.- The

Inquiring Authority shall ensure that the physically signed hard copies as well as the printouts of the digitally
signed transcripts and daily order sheets recorded during the proceedings conducted through video conferencing
together with the electronic records provided for in sub-regulation (12) of regulation 5 are duly matched and
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made part of the records of the proceedings while communicating the Inquiry Report to the Disciplinary
Authority.

Regulations in addition to and not in derogation of the Railway Servants (Discipline and Appeal) Rules,

1968.- The provisions of these regulations shall be in addition to and not in derogation of the Railway Servants
(Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1968.
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